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Once for All 
By Barbara C. Ryberg 


NCE into the holy place, 
Spotless, free from sin, 
With His blood the sacrifice, 
Jesus entered in. 
Once a year the high priest came 
Others’ blood to bring, 
But Christ suffered once for all, 
Himself sin’s offering. 
All the blood of bulls and goats 
Never could suffice: 
Christ must offer once for all 
Perfect sacrifice. 
Hanging there upon the cross, 
For lost men He pleaded; 
“It is finished!” was His cry, 
Nothing more was needed. 
No more daily sacrifice: 
Salvation’s work complete, 
Our High Priest at God’s right hand 
Forever took His seat. 
Can I add to such a work 
By my weak endeavor? 
No! I rest secure in His 
Sacrifice forever. 
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There Is a Serious Side 


Balance in the Christian life can 
only be maintained in the light of the 
Scriptures and by the grace of God. If 
we depend on our own wisdom, we are 
almost sure to veer too far toward one 
extreme or- the other, tending to be 
gloomy or frivolous, lazy or over-in- 


tense, careless or anxious. If the Devil 
cannot push us one way, he will try 
another. A Christian should have deep 
and abiding joy in God, but cannot al- 
ways have surface happiness in this 
world. Some professing Christians have 
turned liberty into license, and become 
lax in their habits of work, show no 
self-discipline in respect to eating and 
the use of time, and dress and live like 
the world. By many it is considered a 
light thing to lose one’s temper, speak 
evil of others, tell jokes that are irrev- 
erent or off-color, and cheat big com- 
panies or the Government of small sums 
of money. But the Scriptures do not 
speak lightly of these things, and there 
is no doubt that the ignoring of them 
is one of the causes of weakness in the 
church and hinders revival. It is to 
be feared that the church pendulum has 
swung too far toward ease, comfort, lux- 
ury, and carelessness. A little humor 
helps now and then, but how carefully 
it needs to be handled! Mishandled, it 


hurts people’s feelings, borders on the 
unclean, and may make the unsaved 
think that the eternal issues of life are 
not so important after ai. When we 
preach the Word of God, we are to 
“speak as the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 
4:11), remembering that it is the sword 
of the Spirit, having the power of life 
and death. Who can, in the same mo- 
ment, speak facetiously of Heaven, hell, 
and the Devil, and persuade men to 
think seriously of eternal life or eternal 
damnation? We are “strangers and pil- 
grims” (1 Pet, 2:11), passing through a 
wicked and deceitful world with our 
faces set toward the Celestial City, and 
opposed by a relentless and supernatural 
Enemy. Many are hoping and praying 
for revival, and it may be that God will 
grant us times of refreshing. If revival 
is to come, we shall need to recall Paul’s 
warning, “Awake to soberness right- 
eously, and sin not; for some have no 
knowledge of God: I speak this to move 
you to shame” (1 Cor, 15:34, R.V.). 
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Daybreak in Abyssinia 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


loose his bloodhounds on Abyssinia, 
with the tacit consent of the Vati- 
can, which hoped to parallel the secu- 
lar conquest of the land with a religious 
victory over the Abyssinian Church. 
The Italians used poison gas and aerial 
bombing of women and children. They 
even poisoned the drinking water in 
Abyssinian wells. Not once did Pius XI 
lift his voice in protest or in defense 
of the helpless and suffering. What did 
happen was that, at a national euchar- 
istic congress at Teramo, fifty-seven 
Italian bishops and nineteen archbishops 
sent a telegram to Mussolini in these 
words: 
“Catholic Italy thanks Jesus Christ 
for the renewed greatness of the Father- 


Ti OCTOBER, 1935, Mussolini let 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 
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land, made 
policy.” 

Well, times have changed, and the 
situation with them. The plan of in- 
corporating the Ethiopian Church into 
the Roman has gone into the irrecov- 
erable past. The Rome-caused misery 
which befell Abyssinia in 1935-37 has 
made impossibie for all time any suc- 
cessful Roman Catholic mission work in 
that land, even though, through Roose- 
velt’s influence, Catholic priests have 
not been disbarred from Ethiopia, as 
was apparently planned at first. 

How different the Lord’s ways from 
those of Rome! Many years ago three 
young men left England to pioneer 
Christian missions in the Sudan. They 
landed in Nigeria. After some months 
two died. The third, taken with dan- 
gerous sickness, was forced to return 
to Canada. 

For some years Roland Bingham was 
unable to attempt a second attack on 
Sudanese heathenism, but eventually, 
with much prayer and courage, he suc- 
ceeded in organizing the Sudan Interior 
Mission, which, after large expansion 


stronger by Mussolini’s 


—— 
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in the Western Sudan, has now gone 
into the Eastern Sudan and Abyssinia 
as well. Listen now to the reports that 
are coming out of that last land. 


The Sudan Interior Mission has now 
318 Abyssiniaré churches, built up since 
the war’s close, 40,000 persons having 
been baptized. 


A missionary of the Sudan Interior 
Mission has been appointed supervisor 
of all schools outside the capital city of 
Addis Ababa, Enough, indeed, to make 
all Jesuits turn greer with envy! 


At Harar, the Emperor’s birthplace, a 
new schook, housed in beautiful build- 
ings and accommodating 250 students, 
has been put under the care of the 
Sudan Interior Missiort by the Emperor. 
Six. Sudan Interior missionaries have 
been appointed to teach there. 


The Sudan Interior Mission has been 
given permission to construct a 100,000 
watt radio station, which wilt be free 
from all censorship, and from which 
they can broadcast the Gospel, not only 
over Abyssinia, but to the Moslems of 
Egypt, Arabia, and the Near East gen- 
erally, 

‘This is good news, and there is much 
mere. In the Ethiopian public. school 
system are promising openings for 
Christian teachers from Protestant 
lands at good salaries. The Emperor 
is planning to send Ethiopian students 
to Stony Brook School, Wheaton, Hough- 
ton, and other Christian colleges, him- 
self paying all traveling expenses and 
costs of tuition and sustenance. 

The Bible Churchmen’s Missionay 
Society went out from the Church Mis- 
sionary Society because of the infiltra- 
tion of theological liberalism into the 
latter society. It has been blessed in 
many ways, among others the following. 
David E. Stokes writes that in 1935, when 
living in Fiché, south of Addis Ababa, 
he had three boys with him, who were 
relatives of Ras Kassa, an owner of 
vast lands in Ethiopia, and one of the 
most powerful Ethiopian chiefs, stand- 
ing next in rank to the Emperor himself. 
One was his youngest son, Asrata, and 
two, Masqual and Ameha, were his 
grandsons. Today Asrata is Governor- 
General of Arusi Province, and Masqual, 
Governor of Lasta, one of the most im- 
portant ecclesiastical districts im the 
country. Ameha, having passed through 
Malvern College, is at Oxford Uni- 
versity. 


In 1941, on his return to Abyssinia, 
Mr. Stokes was importuned to take the 
sons of other chiefs into his home. These 
were boys who-would inevitably be 
chiefs and perhaps governors of prov- 
inces. In their hands would rest de- 
cisions as to whether missionaries might 
come to their provinces, and what lib- 
erty should be given to evangelists, col- 
porteurs, and churches. Some would be 
ministers of state, others diplomatic rep. 
resentatives, and Stokes would have the 
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opportunity, during several years, of 
teaching them the Bible and shaping 
their Christian character. 


“To the seven thus living with us, 
others were added until ‘the Chief Sons’ 
presented all the appearance of an or- 
ganized school. Among them was Dan- 
iel, elder som of Ras Abbaba Aragai, 
well-known patriot im the days of the 
Italiart occupation.” " 

While the Sudart Interior Mission deals 
chiefly with pagan tribes, the Bible 
Churchmen work alongside the. Ethio- 
pian Church without intending to estab- 
lish a new church. The Ethiopians wor. 
ship in a dead language, the Geez, as 
Rome in Latin and Russi# in Old Sla- 
vonic. When David Stokes asked a 
boy if he knew what he was singing in 
church, the answer came, “Does a don- 
key know what he says when he is 
braying?” So praying becomes braying, 
and even the priests rarely understand 
the Geez Bible when they read it in 
church services. 


Yet many of the leaders im the Ethi- 
opiarr Church are ready for reform, and 
this includes the Emperor himself, Ac- 
cording to a report in World Dominion 
by Mr. Houghton, the Bible Churchman 
secretary, Ras Kassa, cousin of the Em- 
peror, acknowledged to him his belief 
in the sdle merit of Jesus’ blood, and 
expressed his great indebtedness to a 
compilation of Scripture by Thomas 
Chalmers, which had been: translated 
intc Amharic and printed at the St. 
Chrischona: Schook im Switzerland. Over 
the portico of the Prime Minister’s 
chapel are the words, “Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest,” which, we nay 
say in passing, is also the Emperor’s 
favorite text. In this chapel the Gos- 
pel is regularly preached in the ver- 
nacular. The archpriest of the Menelik 
Church on the Old Palace grounds is 
well versed in the Word, and reports 
that, whereas in the old days services 
were held in Geez and there was no 
preaching, now in his own and other 
churches all is in Amharic, and the Gos. 
pel is preached in that vernacular to 
the crowds waiting after the service, 

The majority of the men entering the 
Bible Churchmen’s Bible School are 
priests who come from all parts of the 
kingdonr, especially the “church areas” 
around the old capital of Gondar. They 
had all been attracted by the news that 
the Bible was there expounded in the 
vernacular. An ,intensive one year’s 
course is given, entrance being reserved 


‘ only to those who show evidence of a 


real desire to understand and teach the 
Word of God. Wives are invited to 
come with their husbands ‘for instruc- 
tion. Single women, in a separate Bible 
school, are in great demand as Scrip- 
ture teachers in the state schools. 

A fourth of those graduating join the 

(Continued on page 111) 
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Notes on Open Letters 





Ancient Testimony 
Against the Theater 


Concerning the articles against the 
theater by H. Clay Trumbull, D.D., 
which appeared in the Tuues November 
15, 22, 29, and December 20, President 
V. Raymond Edman of Wheaton College 
wrote the Edicor: 

I have appreciated very much the 
excellent material om the theater that 
has been appearing in the Times. It 
reminded me of some of the informa- 
tion I have reviewed in the prepara- 
tion of the missionary research. Here 
are some quotations from Samuel 
Dill’s “Roman Society in the Last Cen- 
tury of the Western Empire,” Second 
Edition, Revised (N. Y., Macmillan 
Co., 1905): ° 
“In the cruel sports of the arena and 

the impurities of the stage the Chris- 
tian Fathers for ages recognized that 
paganisnr had its strongest and most 
enduring hold or the people. S. Cyprian 
said that ‘idolatry was the mother of 
games.’ Diana presided over the hunt- 
ing scenes, the god of war was the patron 
of the gladiatorial combats. When the 
bloody strife had closed, a figure, rep- 
resenting the powers of the under world, 
gave the finishing stroke to the wretches 
who were still lingering. The Romans, 
under the most Christian Emperors 
Theodosius and Honorius, were still 
gloating over spectacles which their an- 
cestors established to do honour to the 
manes of departed relatives. The amphi- 
theatre gave a sort of consecration to 
the old savage instinct for cruelty, as 
the theatre gratified the pruriency of 
low desires. It is difficult for us to con- 
ceive the fascination which those awful 
holocausts of human life exercised, not 
only on characters hardened by volup- 
tuousness, but on the cultivated and 
humane. A philosophic friend of S. 
Augustine, who was half inclined to be 
a Christian, allowed himself to be drawn 
into the fatal circle. At first he resolved 
to close his eyes to the ghastly horrors 
of the scene. Presently, at the applause 
raised by some crisis in the conflict, his 
eyes opened and would not be with- 
drawn. The fumes of the carnage seemed 
to intoxicate his senses; he lost his iden- 
tity, and became one of the bloodthirsty 
crowd. He went away eager to return” 
(pp. 53, 54). 

“But even when the cruelties of. the 
arena were abolished, the circus and. the 
theatre maintained for a long time their 
dangerous attractions. The Roman pas- 
sion for these spectacles was of marvel- 
ous intensity. The austere pagan, Am- 
mianus Marcellinus, relates that, at a 
time when famine was threatening, and 
when foreigners, including the ‘profes- 
sors of the liberal arts,’ were ordered 
to withdraw from the city, three thou- 

(Continued on page 127) 





ee tee nee 





were ent nee 


Lesson for February 22 


_ THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ee a rs ae =~ = — caer 


“* .(3) 107 


Crime and the Sunday School 


By JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, Director 


Federal Bureau of Investigation, United States Department of Justice 


"Ti criminal is the product of spir- 
itual starvation. Someone failed 
miserably to bring him to know 
God, love Him, and serve Him. As a 
result, the criminal’s mental attitudes 
and actions are guided by a selfish in- 
dividualism. He has no respect for the 
law —he Hates it. Moral traditions are 
subject to his scorn as he declares. war 
on society. 

Unfortunately, there are many in the 
United States today who flout the laws 
of both God and man. This is borne 
out by facts and figures in the posses- 
sion of the FBI. ‘ 

By the end of 1946, a total of 1,685,203 
major crimes were recorded in the 
United States — the highest annual total 
recorded in the past decade. Crime in 
urban areas in 1946 increased 7.4 per 
cent over the previous year as sharp 
rises were noted in murders, robberies, 
aggravated assaults, burglaries, larcenies, 
manslaughters by negligence, and rapes. 

The upward crime trend in the rural 
areas was more pronounced in 1946, with 
an increase of 14 per cent. In each 
crime classification the rural upswing 
exceeded that in the cities. 


A Shocking Record 


The gravity of the crime situation in 


1946 was reflected by the fact that dur- 
ing the average day 36 persons were 
slain, 33 were raped, and 185 others 
were feloniously assaulted. During each 
twenty-four hours, on the average, 172 
persons were robbed, 981 burglaries were 
reported to the police, 630 cars were 
stolen, in addition to 2,580 miscellaneous 
larcenies of various types being com- 
mitted. Although a comparatively small 
percentage of the total offenses were 
classed as violent crimes against per- 
sons, it is significant to observe that 
every 5.7 minutes in 1946 there was a 
criminal homicide, rape, or assault with 
intent to kill. 

The rise in crime during 1946 revealed 
that we are still faced with an abnor- 
mally high rate of juvenile misbehavior. 
Youngsters under 21 years of age were 
responsible for 51 per cent of the auto 
thefts, 41 per cent of the burglaries, 28 
per cent of the robberies, 27 per cent 
of the thefts, 26 per cent of the rapes, 
and 18 per cent of the arsons. More 
than one-half of all crimes against prop- 
erty during 1946 were committed by 
persons under 25 years of age. 

The upward sweep in postwar crime 
is characterized by criminal incidents 
reminiscent of gang events following 
World War I. Gangsters, hoodlums, and 
trigger men are eagerly, recruiting 
youngsters into the criminal army. Guns 





Mr. Hoover’s high opinion of the 
value of the Sunday school in our 
nation should be of the greatest in- 
terest to all teachers and superin- 
tendents, pastors, and Christian par- 
ents. What he says in this article, 
which he willingly consented to 
write exclusively for The Sunday 
School Times, is a sharp warning to 
all parents who have become lax in 
the training of their own children, 
and a great encouragement to all 
those faithful Sunday school teachers 
and Christian parents who are train- 
ing children to know the Bible and 
the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. 
Mr. Hoover’s article, written from the 
point of view of one of the leading 
officials of our Government, recalls 
a letter written by President U. S. 
Grant to the Editor of the Times in 
June, 1876, in which he said: “My 
advice to Sunday schools, no matter 
what their denomination, is: Hold 
fast to the Bible as the sheet anchor 
of your liberties, write its precepts 
in your hearts and practice them ih 
your lives. To the influence of this 
Book we are indebted for all the 
progress made in true civilization 
and\to this we must look as our 
guide in the future.” 





are finding their way into the hands of 
mere boys who are ready to laugh at 
the law and kill if necessary. 

I recall one case where two police 
officers were dispatched to a cabin on 
the outskirts of a town to locate several 
boys who were wanted at that time for 


questioning. The officers located the 
boys and were at once confronted with 
a defiant group of youngsters rivaling 
the hostility of hardened gangsters. 
Four boys armed with machine guns 
held the officers at bay. As the two 
officers awaited reinforcements and 
sought to avoid bloodshed, the boys re- 
treated to the swamps along a near-by 
river. The youngsters were surrounded 
and called upon to surrender. Their 
answer was a volley of gunfire. In the 
pitched battle which followed, a 14-year- 
old boy was killed. The others surren- 
dered. 

These youngsters turned out to be the 
ringleaders of a youthful gang which 
had perpetrated a wave of thefts. On 
two successive nights prior to the gun 
battle, the gang of boys had burglarized 
a National Guard armory and had made 
away with an arsenal consisting of sub- 
machine guns, rifles, hand grenades, sev- 
eral thousand rounds of ammunition, 
and other government property. Pre- 
viously, the boys had stolen several cars, 
burglarized storehouses, an automobile 
agency, a bowling alley, and a private 
residence. 

The leader of the gang was 18. He 
led a band who refused to practice the 
very necessary virtues of honor, decency, 
and love of God and country. Certainly, 
these boys had very little chance to 
learn and appreciate these virtues, be- 
cause they had been exposed to indif- 
ference, lack of parental guidance, and 
drunkenness. 

After reviewing the thousands of case 
histories which have poured into the 
FBI, I am firmly convinced that there 
are two factors in our outlook which if 
not checked will plunge us headlong 
into national decadence. The first is the 
failure of the home itself as the first 
classroom and, second, our national in- 
difference toward evil influences in our 
life which are beyond the immediate 
control of parents. 


The Initial Responsibility 


Criminals are not born. They are the 
products of neglect, the victims of in- 
difference, the results of an age which 
has tossed morality in the junk yard. 
Moral chaos and crime run hand in 
hand as they eagerly attempt to destroy 
peace, order, and happiness. If we are 
to get down to fundamentals in ap- 
proaching the problem of crime it is 
necessary to begin to build the spiritual 
structure of the child at the cradle. This 
responsibility rests initially with the 
parents. The home must be the first 
great arena of teaching. In the final 
analysis, the child who fails to learn 
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Doubtless many who read this 
article will wish to have copies 
to distribute in their churches and 
Sunday schools or about the neigh- 
borhood, or to mail to friends. 
With this in mind, reprints of Mr. 
Hoover’s article have been made 
available by Tue Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times at the small cost of 3 cents 
each, 25 cents a dozen, $1.50 a hun- 
dred, or $6 for five hundred copies. 
These reprints are on two sides 
of a_ single sheet with blank 
space, about 4x8% inches, on the 
reverse side to permit a Sunday 
school or church to have a local 
printer imprint its own invitation 
and schedule of services if it so 
desires. 


It is suggested that readers may 
also wish to ask editors of local 
newspapers to reprint the article. 
This may be done if the following 
notice is shown with it: “Copy- 
right, 1948, by The Sunday School 
Times Company and reprinted by 
permission.” 











honesty, discipline, and respect for 
authority from his parents car, quickly 
become exposed to the virus of crime. 


Unhappily, there are many homes 
wheré parents are untrained in their 
obligations to their offspring; where un- 
guarded’ talk is as regular as three meals 
a day; where disrespect for authority 
and criticism of officials are common oc- 
currences; where childish independence 
is encouraged, and refractory conduct 
is condoned; where breaches of disci- 
pline and antisocial whims are over- 
looked; and where God and religion are 
considered too old-fashioned in’ arm age 
dedicated to materialism. 


The children of such homes need help 
and the Sunday schools can’ do much 
and are doing muclr to bring God and 
religion into the starved souls of these 
youngsters. Our Sunday schools are not 
sending forth children who easily suc- 
cumb to life-wrecking temptations. In- 
stead, the boys and girls wh@ have gone 
to Sunday school have beer well pre- 
pared for the entire span of life. 

The Sunday schooF is a citadel of real 
spiritual influences. Religiom to a boy or 
girl becomes a reality based on love 
and not on fear. Youngsters come to 
know that God asks more than mere lip 
service to His commandments; that He 
asks us to live under His guidance and 
love. 

The Sunday school teaches the power 
of prayer and. the need to make God 
an intrinsic part of our daily lives. The 
Sunday school teaches the child to “rule 
his spirit” and to place a reliance upon 
God which will not be shaken in later 
years: It. stands as a strong bulwark 
against the angry waves of evil presently 
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sweeping across our nation. It is a pow- 
erful medium in materially reducing the 
army of youthful offenders and delin- 
quents, 

I would like to pay tribute to the 
thousands of loyal men and women who 
are serving unselfishly as teachers in our 
Sunday schools. We in law enforce- 
ment look upon them as companions- 
in-arms in the fight against crime. 

As true Crusaders for Christ, the Sun- 
day school teachers want the nation’s 
children to be honest, truthful, and un- 
selfish. They are convincing youngsters 
that right habits, attitudes, and appre- 
ciations are necessary attributes for de- 
cent living. They are in the front ranks 
of the great army of Americans who are 
courageously fighting to free our national 
scene from dishonesty, selfishness, greed, 
and moral ihstability. In recruiting for 
God, they are building for America, 

More often than not, a ehild is first 
introduced to the Bible by a Sunday 
school teacher. It is quite impossible to 
believe that progress along the road to 
righteous living may be accomplished 
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without the guidance of the Bible. It 
is the source of spiritual food, the solu- 
tion of life’s problems, and the inspira- 
tion for Christian living. 

“Man shall aot live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God” is a precept which 
must be followed by all if life is to have 
a meaning. Our forefathers believed in 
the inspired Word of God and their re- 
ligious faith and simple devotion pro- 
duced a strong national character. 

If we are to make progress in the fight 
against crime, make certain that the 
children of the nation attend Sunday 
school. It is difficult tc understand why 
many mothers and fathers refuse to af- 
ford to their children the wholesome, 
healthful, character-building environ- 
ment of the Sunday school. 

As a law enforcement officer, I am 
cartain that unless children are given 
the opportunity of participating in activ- 
ities which have God as their funda- 
mental objective, we cannot hope to 
materially reduce crime in our country, 


WasuincrTon, D. C. 


lll. Fruit From the Word in Native Tongues 


Some of the results when men hear the Gospel in their own language 


ESULTS are certain, no matter how 

backward the tribe is or how deep 
is the night of witchcraft, idolaury, and 
sin that enthralls it, if it is given God’s 
Word in the vernacular. “Faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God.” One reason the church of Jesus 
Christ labors so much for so little fruit 
is that she has forgotten the Apostle 
Paul’s command to Timothy, “Preach the 
word.” To the contrary, the preacher 
delivers a masterpiece of oratory; the 
choir sings a’ hard, learned, and hardly 
understood anthem; and the people 
warm up to the one unbeliever present 
and invite him to come to a church din- 
ner Wednesday night. No one sits down 
beside him and reads, “Thus it is writ- 
ten, and thus it behoved Christ to suf- 
fer, and to rise fron? the dead the third 
day: and that repentance and remis- 
sion of sins should be preached in his 
namé among all nations...” 

Oratory and anthems will do even less 
for the jungle Indians of Peru or the 
Aztec sun worshipers of Mexico. Only 
the Bible can do the work. A promi- 
nent educator in Mexico once visited 
our Aztec congregation at Tetelcingo. 
After seeing mer and womer, who, only 
a short time before, had beer worship- 
ing the sun, ants, and idols of wood, 
now singing praises to the One who 
made the sun, the ants, and the wood, 
and had washed thens from their sins 
by His blood, he sat down and wrote to 
a former President of Mexico: 

“I used to think that there was no 


-By W. CAMERON TOWNSEND 
use trying to change the customs of the 
adult Indians, and that we should work 
only with the children. Now, however, 
I have seen that there is hope for the 
adults, too, through the Bible.” 

I myself had considered Sebastian prac- 

tically hopeless. He was a Chol Indian 
of the State of Chiapas, but he had 
worked up to be a muleteer, working for 
a Spanish cattleman om the edge of the 
great Lacondon jungle that lies between 
the inhabited part of Chiapas, Mexico, 
and the inhabited part of Peten, Guate- 
mala, \ 
The first time I saw Sebastian, he was 
sitting despondently by a hut in a pas- 
ture where we had just landed. Mr. 
A. M. Johnson had chartered an air- 
plane (now the Missionary Aviation 
Fellowship transports our recruits) and 
had taken @ group of us to the edge of 
the forest, where we train our recruits 
for jungle work in South America. Se- 
bastiam was despondent because he had 
been fired. On his last trip with the 
mule train, he had gotten drunk, and 
the boss had become angry over the loss 
that had resulted. Sebasti4n had drunk 
up his own money, too, as well as his 
extra’ clothing, his machete (the long 
knife used by -the peasants both as a 
tool and a weapom), and even his blan- 
ket. He wanted work, and we needed 
# workman, so we hired him. 

After a few days, however, Sebastian 
was unable to work. I found that his 


legs were* covered’ with tropical sores 
that had been draining for weeks. He 
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began to run a fever, and we turned 
him over to the care of a converted 
Aztec Indian who was with us. The 
Aztec would no longer sit down to eat 
with us at the table made of poles in 
the big hut that served as a dining room, 
but he would carry his food out to the 
bamboo bed where Sebastian was lying, 
and they would eat together. All the 
time he would tell him of the Bread 
from Heaven. It seemed hopeless. Se- 
bastian was exceedingly slow to under- 
stand. However, as the Aztec and one 
of our missionaries would doctor his 
repulsive sores, they would tell him 
about the One who was wounded for 
his transgressions. Sebastian would lis- 
ten, but never seemed to understand, His 
dark face was further darkened by a 
hopelessness that oppressed. 


A New and Different Sebastian 


The Aztec, Martin, never lost hope. 
He himself had been a prisoner of the 
despair that comes from slavery to sin, 
but we had come to his town and had 
given him the Word. He had been born 
again through the Word. He knew that 
the Word was quick and powerful; and 
he spent hours at the jungle camp read- 
ing and explaining the Word to Sebas- 
tian. One day as we sat eating, Martin 
entered with Sebastian in tow. Sebas- 
tian looked different. A frightened 
smile was struggling for possession of 
his dark features, and the cloud had 
lifted just a bit. 

“Sebastian has something to tell you,” 
Martin told us. 

“Yes,” said Sebastian, “I believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour.” 

In joy and gladness we stopped eating 
and bowed our heads in a prayer of 
thanksgiving, 

It took months for those sores to heal, 
but that provided time for Bible study, 
and it is the sincere milk of the Word 
that enables babes in Christ to grow. 
Sebastian grew, and, today, he is prepar- 
ing to be a preacher of the Word to his 
people. His old boss, the cattleman, 
would like to have him back, and seems 
to be somewhat interested in his Saviour. 

A missionary who had spent fifteen 
years with a jungle tribe could only 
point to one convert. I asked him if 
he had translated the Bible into the lan- 
guage of the tribe, and he admitted that 
he had not taken time to do so. He had 
been too anxious for immediate results. 
It does take time. 

Dr, Kenneth L. Pike, one of the direc- 
tors of the Wycliffe Bible translation 
movement, went to the Mixteco tribe in 
the southern highlands of Mexico twelve 
years ago. During that time he has been 
called away from his beloved Mixtecos 
for months and even years at a time. 
He has become one of the outstanding 
linguists of the world, and is called upon 
to spend much of his time teaching other 
pioneers the principles of linguistics at 
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Wycliffe’s Summer Institutes of Lin- 
guistics, in Oklahoma and Canada. He 
also spends much time helping mission- 
aries in personal conferences on the 
field, and, one year, he was sent by the 
American Bible Society to help mission- 
aries in South America on a linguistic 
problem, 


In spite of all these interruptions, how- 
ever, he and his colleague, Don Stark, 
have been able to complete the trans- 
lation of the New Testament into Mix- 
teco. In the fall of 1947, he and his 
wife Evelyn, with their two little daugh- 
ters, returned to the Indian village they 
call home for a brief stay until they 
must leave for Ann Arbor, Mich., where 
Dr. Pike will be teaching phonetics, in 
the spring semester of 1948, at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. Missionaries are 
especially invited to enroll in this course. 
Dr. Pike writes as follows of their ex- 
periences back with their tribe: 


“(1) A man, bare to the waist, stream- 
ing all over with blood, his assailant 
being pushed on ahead by the local con. 
stable, with cord leading out to a ‘V’ 
behind him where the constable held 
the rope for improvised handcuffs; (2) 
a man screaming and pushing and pull- 
ing a woman, calling her ‘burra’ and 
other things; (3) a couple fighting; (4) 
dozens drunken, some just enough to be 
friendly, others to be mean, and men 
lying around on the ground in a stupor; 
(5) donkeys being loaded with sold and 
unsold merchandise; (6) men and women 
carrying away baskets of fruit to pre- 
pare to feed the dead, who were to 
come back tomorrow or about that time; 
(7) the big mountains in the distance, 
with the sun setting in beautiful colors; 
(8) school children yelling on the dirt 
basketball court in front of the big 
Catholic church—these things and 
others are what I remember having seen 
in the last few minutes while packing 
up my books and leaving the market 
for home, a distance of three hundred 
yards or so away. You see, I had been 
in the market all day, selling our Gos- 
pels of Mark, our “True Stories,’ and 
our ‘Funny Stories’ in Mixteco, 


“No One Refused To Listen” 


“Wonderful success! Never have I 
seen anything like it. In the morning I 
started out with a boy to show me the 
local trails, and began canvassing from 
hut to hut on the mountainside, plan- 
ning to cover the whole town. In each 
place to which I went I read the story 
of the three men in the fiery furnace 
who refused to worship the king’s idol, 
and the story of the Resurrection. Every- 
one seemed friendly. No one refused 
to listen. In each place to which we 
came, the people seemed ready to agree 
wholeheartedly to the implication of the 
stories. For people who have been used to 
thinking of many deities, or of Christ still 
hanging on a cross (except some who have 
heard otherwise through a catechism), 
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this is startling news indeed; It seemed 
as if the story in their 6Whn language 
from someone like me, who they felt 
knew many things new,to them, brought 
an open door. Men, women, dpar- 


ents, wizened old men, boys, anti ‘all 


seemed to drink in the stories, often- 
times asking for more. School young- 
sters in droves, the first week especially, 
stopped by to read and to be read to, 
It was all a wonderful thrill. I could 
list several lessons learned. Many of 
those folks would never have listened, if 
we had first come as regular mission- 
aries; they listened because we were 
friends. The Lord, I noticed this morn- 
ing in Mark, did not oblige His enemies, 
who tried to push Him to words that 
would openly commit Him to a specific 
religious system, until He was ready. 
‘The fields .. . are white already to har- 
vest.’ It seems as if the only thing keep- 
ing these folks from taking the Word 
is that they do not hear it, 

“In one house, eleven people were to- 
gether; I got there at dinner time (2 
p.m.), and had some chile stuff with 
them. They kept asking questions, 
which I was ab’e to answer from the 
printed material (partly because the tiny 
catechism in one of the books began by 
listing sins especially known to be preva. 
lent, and prescribing an antidote), 


Anything to Get a Crowd 


“I wish you could have seen Evelyn 
the time she relieved me in the market, 
selling books (two Gospels of Mark), 
talking Mixteco and all. This morning 
Barbara was a further attraction, since 
she sat on my lap in the market place 
as I typed the paper. I do everything 
but saw a girl in half to get the crowd. 

“A few sales have been made to out- 
of-town folk. We long for the day when 
the Gospel has been spread. Pray for 
us as we walk along the trails telling 
of a living Christ.” 

Yes, prayer, much earnest, believing 
prayer is needed. “Pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, that he will 
send forth labourers.” 

Wycliffe Bible Translators need one 
hundred new recruits for pioneer Bible 
translation work before June to attend 
the next session of its Linguistic Insti- 
tutes at Norman, Okla.; and Caron, Sas- 
katchewan, Can. Many other pioneer- 
ing organizations need recruits, also, for 
Bibleless tribes. It is possible to give 
the Word to all the tribes in this gen- 
eration! By God’s faithfulness we will, 

GLENDALE, CALIF. ° 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Hi. Our Sun and the “Sun of Righteousness” 


What the sun does for us compared with what Christ does for the Christian 
By RALPH H. COON, M.A, 


This is the second of eight articles on “Science Illustrating Bible Truths” 

by Mr. Coon, appearing approximately once a month. His next article 

will be, “Two Theories of Astronomy Illustrate Contrasting Philosophies 
of Life.” 


N THE first article of this series, 
published in the January 3 issue of 
the Times, the writer told of the joys 
that have come to him in observing the 
wonders of the heavens through a small 
telescope, and how he has been brought 
nearer to God by contemplating the 
marvels of His creation. One phase of 
this joy has been in making observa- 
tions of the sun. Its ever-changing spots, 
with their eleven-year cycle of increas- 
ing and decreasing activity, and the par- 
tial eclipses that may occasionally be 
observed are a fascinating study. Rela- 
tively few people, by the way, ever see 
for themselves the glory of a total 
eclipse, revealing for a few seconds the 
beautiful halo of light called the corona. 
The simplest way to observe the sun is 
to hold a piece of white paper a little 
distance from the eyepiece of the tele- 
scope and move the eyepiece in’ or out 
until a clear image of the sun is formed 
on the white surface. Many of. the sun- 
spots can be seen in this way, even with 
an instrument as small as one or two 
inches in diameter. Some sort of sup- 
port or mounting is necessary to hold 
the telescope and the paper steady, 
The writer has been thrilled to ob- 
serve the working of God’s clock, as 
observations were made of a partial 
eclipse of the sun. The time the eclipse 
was to begin was taken from the pub- 
lished figures of the astronomers and a 
watch was checked to the second by 
radio. Within ten seconds of the time 
predicted, an apparent nick was seen 
in the edge of the sun, as the moon be- 
gan to pass between us and our daystar. 
Truly God’s timetable may be relied 
upon. His doings are never a second too 
early or ‘too late. Therefore scientists 
are able to calculate with amazing ac- 
curacy the movements of celestial bodies. 
This reminds one of Sir Robert Ander- 
son’s study, which shows that Jesus en- 
tered. Jerusalem on the very day pre- 
dicted in Daniel 9:25. Our observations 
of the sun hgve helped us to remember 
that all of the prophecies of God will 
be fulfilled at exactly the right time. 
When we consider the place of the 
sun in our physical lives we can better 
understand Psalm 84:11: “For the Lord 
is a sun and shield: the Lord will give 
grace and glory: no good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk up- 
rightly.” 
_In the article on the telescope it was 
pointed out that the Lord Jerus is “the 


express image of God.” That being the 
case it is not at all surprising that the 
sun should be used as a picture of Him 
as well as of God the Father. In Malachi 
4:2 we read, “But unto you that fear 
my name shall the Sun of righteousness 
arise with healing in his wings.” A 
reading of the whole of this closing 
chapter of the Old Testament makes it 
clear that our Lord Jesus is the One to 
whom it refers. Let us consider five 
great facts about the sun that teach 
us corresponding things about Jesus, the 
Sun of Righteousness, 

The Sun’s Distance, Many will be in- 
terested in knowing that the sun’s dis- 
tance from the earth is just as posi- 
tively known as the height or distance 
of a mountain peak on the surface of 
the earth. One of the earlier methods 
used to make this measurement took 
into account a passage of the planet 
Venus between us and the sun. Such 
transits of Venus, as they are called, 
occurred in 1874 and 1882. Another will 
not occur until 2004. The interval of 
time between the instant the edge of 
the planet appeared to touch the edge of 
the sun as seen from one point on the 
earth and the corresponding instant 
as seen from another widely separated 
place was observed. On the diagram, 
it is the time it takes Venus apparently 
to move from position V-1 to position 
V-2. The exact time of contact in each 
place was noted and the distance be- 
tween the places of observation on the 
earth was ascertained. The angle'A of 
triangle ABC could be found because it 
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was known how long it takes Venus to 
go all the way around its orbit, that is 
through 360 degrees. Simple division 
determined the number of degrees in 
angle A. Then the triangle was drawn 
to scale and measured. If a scale were 
used which would make the diameter of 
the earth one one hundredth of an inch, 
the distance of the sun would be about 
ten feet. The distance can, of course, 
be found more accurately by calcula- 
tion. At present, similar observations 
of the planetoid Eros! are used to cal- 
culate the sun’s distance, and the aver- 
age distance comes out to about 93,000,- 
000 miles. It is so far that a jet plane 
traveling 500 miles an hour would re- 
quire over twenty-one years to make 
the trip. 

Heaven with all the glory of God’s 
eternal throne is so far removed from 
earth, with all of its sin and suffering, 
that we cannot conceive of the distance, 
yet that is where our Sun of Righteous- 
ness is. ““We-have such an high priest, who 
is set on the right hand of the throne 
of the Majesty in the heavens” (Heb. 
8:1). “It is Christ that died . . . who is 
even at the right hand of God, who also 
makeih intercession for us” (Rom, 8:34). 

The fact that He is'so far away does 
not remove Him from our lives any more 
than does the sun’s great distance sep- 
arate us from its benéficent influence. 
“All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth ,. , and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world” 
(Matt. 23:18, 20). This is beautifully 
illustrated by the fact that practically. 
all of our power on the earth comes from 
the sun. Its rays, with all of their life- 
giving energy, reach every part of the 
earth. The reader may study the sci- 
ence of the sun’s influence to his heart’s 
content, but it is far more important to 
siudy the Scriptural teachings about the 
power of Jesus through the Holy Spirit 
and the marvelous light that is shed on 
the pathway of life by Him who is the 





1 According to the Franklin Institute, Phila- 
delphia. 

















Measuring the Sun's Distance 
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Light of thé world. The sun helps us 
to see how He can be in Heaven and on 
earth at the same time. 


The Sun’s Enormous Size. Knowing 
the distance of the sun from the earth, 
it is a simple matter to determine its 
size. A disc with a diameter equal to 
that of a lead pencil will about cover 
the sun if held at arm’s length. The 
diameter of the disc must be, roughly, 
about one one hundredth of the dis- 
tance it is held from the eye. It can 
easily be seen, then, that the sun’s: di- 
ameter must be about one one hundredth 
of the 93,000,000 miles it is distant from 
us. Actually it is a little smaller than 
that, or 866,000 miles. 

We cannot conceive of the sun’s im- 
mensity any more than we can imagine 
its distance. Neither can our finite 
minds have any conception of the great- 
ness of our Lord, “For by him were all 
things created, that are in heaven, and 
that are on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, 
or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by. him and for him: and he 
is before all things, and by him all things 
consist . . . that in all things he might 
have the preeminence” (Col, 1: 16-18). 


The Sun’s Heat. By a study of the 
color of the sun, scientists can tell that 
it is much hotter than the electric arc 
from which welders must protect their 
eyes with very dark goggles. Try to 
imagine such a temperature spread out 
over such an enormous surface. Think of 
the great amount of heat energy given off 
continually. In spite of all of this loss 
of heat there has been no perceptible 
decrease in the sun’s temperature since 
it has beer measured. We cannot pic- 
ture the power of the Christ any more 
than we can picture the enormous en- 
ergy of the’sun, 

The Sun’s Gravity. The same force 
that holds mountains, buildings, and men 
to the earth is constantly pulling the 
earth toward the sun. This force of 
gravity is just sufficient to hold the 
earth in its present orbit. If it were a 
little stronger, the earth would be 
drawn: nearer the sun and the increased 
heat would make it uninhabitable. If 
this force were a trifle less, the earth 
would be farther away from the sun 
and too cold for man to live upon. What 
marvelous planning on the part of the 
Creator! One who is interested in this 
and similar subjects should: read Clar- 
ence H. Benson’s book, “The Earth, the 
Theater of the Universe” (Scripture 
Press, 800 N. Clark St., Chicago 10; $1.25). 

Again the analogy between the physi- 
cal and the spiritual realms is apparent. 
As our God keeps the earth so accurately 
in its proper orbit, so He promises, “I 
will instruct thee and teach thee in the 
way which thou shalt go: I will guide 
thee with mine eye” (Psa, 32:8). Lis- 
ten to the Apostle Paul as he says, “For 
the love of Christ constraineth us” (2 
Cor. 5:14). Truly the love of Christ is 
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the gravitational force of the spiritual 

realm by which He holds the yielded 

Christian to the path planned for him. 

The Sun’s Electricity. The devotee of 
science enjoys studying the sun spots 
with their magnetic and electrical ef- 
fects which reach all of the way to the 
earth. He sees in the mysterious won- 
ders of the aurora borealis the influence 
of the great center of our planetary sys- 
tem. In fact, all color, all of the lovely 
forms of nature and practically all 
beauty beheld by our eyes would cease 
to exist if the light of the sun should 
be withdrawn. So, without Christ man 
cannot behold the beauties of the spir- 
itual realm, 

We might go on and describe the heal- 
ing effect of the heat rays and of the 
ultravioddet radiation of the sun, which 
suggest to our minds “the Sun of right- 
eousness with healing in his wings.” As 
there seems to be no logical end to such 
considerations, so it is with the spir- 
itual wonders of God’s heavenly uni- 
verse. Let us form the habit of looking 
in the material universe for pictures of 
spiritual things. God had His children 
in mind when He planned each realm. 


(To be continued) 
ve 


Daybreak in Abyssinia 
(Continued from second page) 


Society of the Followers of the Apostles, 
an indigenous, Ethiopian-controlled, self- 
supporting society, pledged to evange- 
lize Ethiopia. Some members go into 
secular work and contribute a tithe to 
those laboring as colporteur-evangelists. 
“In small bands of three or four, stay- 
ing out months at a time, these col- 
porteurs penetrate the farthest corners 
of the land, often suffering great hard- 
ships. Four of them recently returned 
from a prolonged tour, having suffered 
imprisonment three times in the course 
of their itinerary, but in prison they 
continued to preach the Gospel. 

“The hope is that smaller Bible 
schools may soom be opened in strategic 
centers where it is more easy to acquire 
land and cultivate food for self-support, 
for there is no end to the number of 
those who desire to come for instruc- 
tion.” 

Ethiopia has been a hermit nation for 
centuries. A few brave attempts have 
been made in the past to open it to the 
Gospel], notably that of Martin Flad, the 
great German missionary who worked 
chiefly among the Falashas, or Black 
Jews. Now doors and windows are 
opening and the winds. of Heaven 
streaming into the closed and stuffy 
land and the thrice-closed and stuffy 
church.. Instead of becoming a preserve 
of the Jesuits, Abyssinia bids fair to fol- 
low the Blessed Reformation which has 
made England and America and Scan- 
dinavia, and the Germany of better days, 
great Christian states, 
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Coming Soon 
in the Times 


—~o— 


The State of the Lost Dead 


HERE is much confusion in the 

minds of many people on what the 
Bible teaches about hell. At the re- 
quest of the Editors, Dr. William L. 
Pettingill h&’s consented to write three 
articles on the subject. He will write 
on the following topics: 


What Does the Old Testament Teach 
About the Fate of the Lost? 


What Is the Present State of the 
- Lost Dead? 


What Is To Be the Final State of 
the Lost? 


—o— 


A New Series by Dr. Soltau 


IMES readers have greatly appre- 

ciated the systematic studies of 
various aspects of the Christian life 
by the Rev. T. Stanley Soltau, D.D., 
pastor of the First Evangelical 
Church, Memphis, Tenn. These have 
appeared occasionally in the Tres in 
the form of a series of articles. Dr. 
Soltau has now written another very 
practical series of five articles on the 
subject of “Looking Unto Jesus,” 
which the Editors plan to publish in 
the Times this year. In his fivefold 
treatment of the subject he writes of: 


The Look for Salvation 
The Look for Deliverance 


The Look for Inspiration and 
Encouragement 


The Look for Growth in His Likeness 
We Would See Jesus 


—o— 


Palestine—Land of Trouble 
and Hope 


NE of the world’s trouble spots 

is the little land of Palestine, 
like a thorn in the world’s side. It 
is a source of continual trouble to 
Great Britain, a land toward which 
tired Jewish eyes turn in longing 
and hope, and a prolific source of 
news for the press. Because of its 
prominence and significance in proph- 
ecy, if is a signal post that Christians 
should watch carefully. The Editors 
are in close touch with a veteran 
missionary of Palestine, who desires 
to remain unnamed, and who will, as 
he is able, give Tuwes readers his 
own first-hand impression of impor- 
tant events in that land. One manu- 
script—‘“Israel’s Longing for Her 
Homeland” —-is already in hand, and 
others will be coming. 


+ 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 8. FEBRUARY 22. THE FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS 
Acts 2:37-47; Ephesians 4:1-6; printed text, Same 


Golden Text.—There is one body, and one 


irit, even as ye are called in one h 


of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 


one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.—Eph. 4:4-6 


Kine James Version 

Acts 2:37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their 
heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men 
and brethren, what shall we do? 

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 


45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to 
all men, as every man had need. 

46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, 
and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with 
gladness and singleness of heart, 

47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the 
Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 


Eph. 4:1 T therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that 
ye wakk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 
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40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, 
Save yourselves from this untoward generation. , 

41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and 
the same day there were added unto them about three thousand 


souls. 


42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. } 


and many wonders and 


43 And fear came upon every soul: 
signs were done by the apostles. 


44 And all that believed were together, 
common; 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


N THE Scriptures suggested for our 
I lesson, we have the “church” pre- 

sented in two _ distinct aspects, 
namely, as the mystical, body of Christ, 
and as a local church in a given district. 
The first is made up only of the re- 
deemed. It embraces all, from Pentecost 
on, who have been baptized by the Holy 
Spirit into one body (1 Cor. 12:12, 13). 
The latter is the church in responsibil- 
ity om earth, as in measure committed 
tod men as God’s representative, and it 
includes all im any given place who are 
gathered together for Christian fellow- 
ship, and who profess allegiance to 
Christ as Lord and Head. In these local 
churches or assemblies there may be 
even unconverted people. These are in 
the so-called visible church, but not in 
“the church, which is his body” (Eph. 
1:22). Originally, all in the local church 
were aiso members of the body of Christ, 
But through man’s failure, unreal pro- 
fessors soon found their way into the 
visible church, and such have ever been 
a source of weakness, 


The Historical Setting 


Following the descent of the Holy 
Spirit on Pentecost, we find believers 
gathering together in Christian fellow- 
ship, though not yet outwardly sep- 
arated from Judaism. As time went on, 
the line of demarkation became more 
and more distinct. The Ephesian church 
was made up almost entirely of cor- 
verted Gentiles. The Epistle to the Ephe- 
sians was written during Paul’s first 
imprisonment in Rome, about A.D. 62. 


peace. 


2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbear- 
ing ene another in love: 


3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 


4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in 


one hope of your calling; 


and in you all. 


5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 


and had all things 
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Verse by Verse 


Acts 2:37.—“Now when they heard 
this.” That is, when the multitude heard 
Peter’s sermon, in which he showed that 
Jesus was the expected Messiah of Is- 
rael and that He had been rejected and 
crucified, but that God had raised Him 
from the dead and confirmed Him as 
Lord and Christ, many were conscience- 
smitten and, convicted by the Spirit, 
and in agony of soul, cried out, “What 
shall we do?” Was it too late to avail 
themselves of the Saviour they had re- 
jected, or was there hope for them still? 
If so, on what terms? 


Verse 38—“Repent, and be baptized 
. in the name of Jesus Christ.” To 
repent is to change one’s attitude com- 
pletely. They were called upon to own 
their guilt and be baptized as recogniz- 
ing the authority of the One they had 
spurned, in order that through His name 
they might have remission of sins and 
receive the promise of the Spirit. 


Verse 39.—‘The promise is unto you, 
and to your children’; that is, first of all 
to Israel — but also “to all that are afar 
off,” namely, the Gentiles (see (Eph. 2: 
17), even to all to whem the call of God 
should be extended through the Gospel. 

Verse 40.—“Save yourselves fram this 
untoward generation.” That unbeliev- 
ing generation was now exposed to the 
judgment of God. By heeding Peter’s 
word they would separate themselves 
from the nation and become identified 
with the @ne whom Israel refused, and 
s@ they would escape the governmental 
dealings of God with the people who had 
failed to recognize the time of their vis- 
itation. 


Verse 41—“The same day there were 
added , , . about three thousand souls.” 
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The one hundred twenty believers con- 
stituted the nucleus of the church. They 
were baptized into one body (though 
the revelation o: the body was not yet 
given, but awaited the conversion of 
Saul of Tarsus), and immediately began 
to witness to the risen Christ. By night- 
falt, three thousand, who received the 
Word and were baptized, were added 
to their company. This was the birth- 
day of the church. 


Verse 42.—“They continued stedfastly 
in” four things: “the apostles’ doctrine,” 
or teaching, receiving needed instruc- 
tion as given by the first leaders in the 
church; “fellowship” one with another, 
as having a common faith and common 
interests; the “breaking of bread,” prob- 
ably what we call the Communion, the 
Gaily observance of the Lord’s Supper 
in remembrance of their Saviour; and 
in “prayers,” the expressiom of the sense 
of need of divine help and sustenance, 


Verse 43.—“Fear came upon every 
soul.” The awesome sense of God’s pres- 
ence in the Spirit’s power was realized 
by them all. It was He who wrought 
through the apostles in the working of 
miracles for the relief of human suffer- 
ing and the accrediting of the new: mes- 
sage. 


Verse 44.—“[They] had all things com- 
mon.” This was not by command of 
the Lord, but by common consent. Love 
was so active that those who had been 
blessed with worldly goods shared gladly 
with those who had not, 


Verse 45.—“As every man had need.” 
Some have called this “an experiment 
in Christian communism.” But it was 
more than that. It was the gracious 


activity of divine love shed abroad in 
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the hearts of these early believers by 
the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5). 

Verse 46.—“In the temple ...and,... 
from house to house.” As yet they were 
not separated from the Temple and its 
services, but they found their more in- 
timate fellowship among their own 
groups in their homes, where the joy 
of the Lord was manifested. 

Verse 47.—“‘The Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be saved.” 
It is by the Spirit’s baptism that the 
Lord adds to His Church, Actually, the 
word “church” is not found in the best 
manuscripts. The Revised Version has 
“added to them,” but the thought is the 
same. A new company had been formed, 
to which the Lord Himself added those 
who were being saved. 

Eph, 4:1.—“Walk worthy of the voca- 
tion wherewith ye are called.” A voca- 
tion is a calling. We are called into 
Christian fellowship as members of the 
body of Christ, and it is incumbent on 
all believers to live in accordance with 
this precious relationship to the Lord 
and to one another. 

Verse 2.—“Forbearing one another in 
love.” In many things we differ from 
each other. We shall never see every- 
thing alike while here in ‘this scene, but 
we are to act toward one another in 
lowly grace, that our fellowship may 
not be hindered. 

Verse 3.—“‘Endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit.” That is, recogniz- 
ing the unity that the Spirit has formed, 
as indicated in the next three verses. 

Verse 4—Note that we have here a 
sevenfold unity in three sections: first, 
one body formed by one Spirit and with 
one hope—that of the Lord’s return. 


Verse 5.—Second, one Lord to be con- 
fessed and obeyed; one faith to be pro- 
claimed, and one baptism, which is the 
badge of discipleship. 

Verse 6.—Last of all, we recognize 
one God, who is the Father of all who 
are in this mystical body and in whom 
we live and move and have our being. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The Church of God is defined as “the 
fellowship of his Son” in 1 Corinthians 
1:9. This Church is composed only of 
those who have personal faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. They alone consti- 
tute “the church, which is his body” 
(Eph, 1:22, 23). This body was formed 
by the baptism of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 
12:12, 13). It is therefore the commun- 
ion, or fellowship, of the Spirit (2 Cor. 
13:14). It is He who unites believers 
and gives them to enjoy the precious 
things of Christ. It is therefore incum- 
bent on us, as Christians, to endeavor 
to keep (which implies, to manifest) “the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” 
(Eph, 4:3). This unity is sevenfold, as 
indicated in the verses above. It is not 
a sectarian unity, nor a question of loy- 
alty to some one particular denomina- 
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Last Week's Lemen 
7. February 15.—The Power of the 
Holy Spirit. John 14:25, 26; 
Acts 2:1-4; 3:1 to 4:31; Galatians 5:22-26 
Next Week’s Lessen 
9. February 29.—The World-Wide Mis- 
sion of the Chureh. Acts 16:9, 10; 
Romans 10:8-15; Ephesians 3:8-12 








tien. It is the recognition of all Chris- 
tians everywhere as members of Christ 
and hence of one another. 


Lesson Outline 
THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH 


1. Conviction of sin (Acts 2:37) 

2. Call for identification with Christ (vs, 
38-40) 

3. Obedience and fellowship (vs. 41-47) 

4. Christian standards @ph. 4:1-3) 

5. Sevenfold unity (v$. 4-6) 


Special Lesson Topies and Truths 


The mission of the Church is not to 
glorify itself, but to magnify Christ, and 
in doing this to carry His Gospel into 
all the world, and bring lost men to the 
knowledge of His saving power. When 
the Church ceases to witness, it ceases 
to function as a Church of God. It is 
also the place of worship and of fellow- 
ship, where Christ Himself is in the 
midst and His people bring their sacri- 
fices of praise to present in the Spirit's 
power. It was never intended to be an 
amusement center or a place of fleshly 
entertainment. 

Membership in the Church, All be- 
lievers are members of e Church, 
which is His body. Into this Church 
no man can receive members, nor can 
man put anyone out. But fellowship in 
a local church is a different thing. There 
the church receives those who are saved, 
and it is responsible to reject those who 
are unworthy. We wead, “Receive ye 
one another, as Christ also received us 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C.’ Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 
HAT work of the Holy Spirit is sug- 


gested in the phrase “pricked in their 
heart’? 


2. Does Acts 2:38 teach that baptism is 
necessary for the remission of sins? 

3. What promise is referred to in verse 39? 

4. What great “Pauline” doctrine is im- 
plicit in verse 39? 

5. Is there any place for a “churoh roll” 
in verse 41? 

6. Was the community plan of verses 44 
and 45 intended to be sustained throughout 
the church? 

7. What helps did the young converts of 
Pentecost have? 

8. What graces characterize the walk 
worthy of our high caHing? 

9. Why, with so many fixed unities (Eph. 
4:4-6), does it require such endeavor to 
“keep the unity of the Spirit”? 

10. How can we secure more of verse 3? 


(Answers on page 122) 
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to the glory of God” (Rom, 15:7). If 
saved ourselves, we should seek fellow- 
ship with those of like precious faith, 
and accept the responsibilities connected 
therewith. 


Summaries and Applications 


From its inception the Church was a 
called-out company, separated from both 


~Judaism and the Gentiles, to be the 


agency used of God to make the Gospel 
known throughout the world. 

Fellowship, in the Christian sense, is 
much more than mere companionship. 
It is likemindedness produced by the in- 
dwelling Holy Spirit. 

The Church is not an end in itself. It 
is the appointed means of the risen Lord 
for maintaining His testimony in the 
earth, even as it will be the vessel for 
the display of His glory throughout 
eternity (Eph. 2:7). It is here to rep- 
resent Him, and its members are re- 
sponsible to Him as their Head, who by 
the Holy Spirit provides all needed 
power (Acts 1:8) and wisdom to wit- 
ness for Him and to point sinners to 
His cross, as the place where the ran- 
som was paid, and to the throne on 
which He now sits exalted as a Prince 
and a Saviour. The Church is a divinely 
constructed organism, not simply an or- 
ganization, in which each member has 
his proper function for the blessing and 
upbuilding of the whole. 

CHICAGO. 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
blessed Heavenly Father, whose good- 
ness constantly enriches us, and in whose 
mercy lies our hope, we praise Thee 
for the many blessings that have come 
to us through Thy Church as she serves 
the Lord Jesus. We thank Thee that 
He loved the Church and gave Himself 
for her. May the oneness of all true 
Christians more and more appear. May 
the love for our fellow Christians that 
marks those who are Thine increase and 
abound in us and all Thy people. Teach 
us afresh the privilege of belonging to 
the body of which Christ is the head, 
the body of Christian believers. May 
we each find our place in that body and 
do our part there for its growth in num- 


_bers and in likeness to Christ. In these 


days of uncertainty, may Thy Gospel be 
preached with such power and assur- 
ance that souls may be anchored in 
Christ. Bless all who strive to meet the 
wants of the needy, whether need of 
body or need of soul. Help us to live 
uprightly, to show kindness, and to walk 
humbly with God. Forgive our sins, 
and may love to our Saviour inspire all 
we do here today and at all times, for 
Christ’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—I hope you under- 
stand that just joining the church ,does 
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not make you a Christian. Today we 
read of three thousand people joining 
the church in one day. But they first 
came to Christ as repentant sinners be- 
fore they were taken into the church. 
Peter’s first word to them was not, “Join 
the church,” but, “Repent, and be bap- 
tized .. . in the name of Jesus Christ.” 
This was a call to get their sins fof- 
given by accepting the Saviour. Those 
who did so followéd it up by coming 
into the church. So it isn’t joining the 





GET UNITED 
THEN 10 THE Savin“ 


church that puts us on the way to 
Heaven. It is coming to Christ that does 
that. Have you come to Him yet? 

But sometimes people who see that 
joining the church does not save us make 
the opposite mistake, and think that 
joining the church does not matter at 
all. But our lesson tells us that the 
Lord added daily to the church those 
that were being saved. First He brought 
them to Himself, and then He added 
them to His people. You see, God wants 
us to have company on the Heaven road. 
The company of other Christians helps 
to keep us on the road. For myself, I 
like good company, and I know where 
to find it. The best company in al] the 
world is the company of God’s people. 
Be sure you first get joined to Christ, 
then get into His church, in the happy, 
wholesome, helpful company of His 
people. 

VANcOvuvER, B. C., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And they continued stedfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 
2:42).—Who cannot appreciate the hearty 
exclamation of the Chinese woman who, 
when first tasting of the fellowship of 
saints, cried, “This is Heaven on earth !” 

She was a widow at the time of her 
conversion. She had also been bereaved 
of her children, and was virtually with- 
out relatives. Her education was nil. 
She had a small piece of land, but found 
it almost impossible to plow, sow, and 
cultivate it by herself. Hers was a lonely 
life with apparently no one caring about 
her. 


But once saved and introduced into 
Christian fellowship—which, by the 
way, means the privilege of sharing the 
joys, sorrows, and responsibilities that 
the members of the body of Christ en- 
counter — she said, “I never knew what 
it really meant to live before I found 
the Lord and this fellowship with my 
brothers and sisters in Him.” 

Learning of her difficulties with the 
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piece of land, various Christians gave a 
helping hand and saw to it that she re- 
ceived its yield. She was comforted 
in her bereavement and assisted to grow 
both in grace and in knowledge of her 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. She 
reveled in the spiritual privileges which 
the fellowship afforded, and instead of 
being morbidly occupied with her lone- 
liness, her heart was filled with grati- 
tude and her mouth with singing, and 
she enjoyed, as she expressed it, “a 
heaven upon earth.” 

This “fellowship” is such a marvelous 
thing that we linger longer to remark 
that the Apostle Paul said, “God is faith- 
ful, by whom ye were called unto the 
fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (1 Cor. 1:9); and the Apostle John 
said, “That which we have seen ard 
heard declare we’ unto you, that ye also 
may have fellowship with us: and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3). 

Is it not the greatest conceivable priv- 
ilege that a believer should have fellow- 
ship with the Father and the Son — that 
is, to share their thoughts and feelings 
in the power of the Holy Spirit? 

“And sold their possessions and goods, 
and parted them to all men, as every 


“There is ONE body, and 
ONE Spirit, even as ye 
are called in ONE hope 
of your calling; ONE 
Lord, ONE faith, ONE 
baptism, ONE God and 
Father of all, who is 
above all, and through 

all,and in you all,” 





Pebrudhy 77948 


man had need” (Acts 2:45).—The words 
of the Apostle Peter to Ananias, viz.: 
“Whiles it remained, was it not thine 
own? and after it was sold, was it not 
in thine own power?” reveal the fact 
that the selling of their possessions was 
not obligatory upon these early Chris- 
tians. It was rather a spontaneous mani- 
festation of the power of the Holy Spirit 
in their midst at Pentecost — and seemed 
to be peculiar to Jerusalem. 

Although some Pentecost conditions 
are not prevalent today, it is neverthe- 
less included in the “fellowship” that 
believers “do good unto all men, espe- 
cially unto them who are of the house- 
nold of faith” (Gal, 6:10). 

We can only imagine the delight of a 
humble Christian laborer when he first 
grasped the fact that he could give of 
his earnings to the maintenance of the 
miracle-working apostles, as well as to 
the sustenance of the poor saints. 

The Lord Jesus said, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” We 
know a young believer whose “blessed- 
ness” in this regard knew no bounds 
when he learned that he could give of 
his means to those who were preaching 
and teaching. 

“T was afraid my money would be re- 
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fused as being ‘filthy lucre,’” said he. 
He was not aware that money used to 
the glory of God is “an odour of a sweet 
smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleas- 
ing to God” (Phil. 4:18). 

He could scarcely believe that he could 
have a definite part in the great work 
of those who were giving the Word of 
God to the multitudes. 

“Praising God, and having favour with 
all the people” (Acts 2:47) .—“Friendship” 
trains and “Friendship” ships loaded to 
capacity with good things to eat and 
wear, for the needy of Europe, are in 
public favor now. 

If the true Church today does not have 
the favor of the people, it might be 
due to the fact that while it is justly 
strong on the teaching and the breaking 
of bread and the prayers, it may be 
weak on the “fellowship” — the sharing 
of the joys, sorrows, needs, and respon- 
sibilities of the members of the body of 
Christ. 





‘Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





THE FELLOWSHIP OF 
CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS 
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“Fellowship” trucks, so to speak, 
heavily laden by Christians with that 
which will meet the needs of mission- 
aries, evangelists, pasiors, teachers, 
widows, orphans, the physically inca- 
pacitated, and the poor would do much 
to increace the favor of the people 
toward Christianity. 

Dr. Campbell Morgan ‘says: “The 
Church of Christ, where the Christ Him- 
self is the supreme revelation made — 
not only trough the individual lives 
of its members, but in its corporate 
capacity— where the ccmpassion of 
Christ, and the life of Christ are mani- 
fest in the mutual inter-rela‘ionship of 
the souls forming the Christian Church, 
is the Church to which the weary and 
woebegone will turn. That is the truly 
influential Church.” 


Wawona CALIF, 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, let’s take a walk with 

the word “walk,” for our lesson 
study today. Paul is telling us in the 
lesson text to “walk worthy of the vo- 
cation wherewith ye are called” (Eph. 
4:1). Again I remind you how aptly the 
Holy Spirit chooses words— common, 
universally understood words — to teach 
a spiritual truth. The word “walk” 
covers a vast territory for human expe- 
rience. Here it does not merely mean 
locomotion by putting one foot before 
the other and proceeding from place to 
place. It covers all that is meant by 
living: thinking, moving, ecting, doing, 
speaking, singing, eating, drinking, 
sleeping, waking, loving, hating, hoping, 
and so on through every possible hu- 
man experience. 


In Genesis is recorded the fact that 
“Enoch walked with God” (5:24). The 
original Hebrew word, translated 
“walked,” is halak. Dr. James Strong, 
the eminent Hebraist, says that word 
halak carries fifty-seven shades (“57 
varieties”) of meanings, and he names 


them in his wonderful “Exhaustive Con- . 


cordance,” which is a great help to me. 
And when the Apostle Paul exhorts us 
in Ephesians to “walk worthy” of our 
calling, he is simply repeating in other 


‘ words what he said to the Corinthians: 


“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 

We are told by physiologists that 
walking is the one exercise that brings 
into action every muscle in the body. 
Britishers claim that their health and 
vigor, as a national characteristic, is due 
to the fact that they do much walking 
for exercise. If you are traveling on 
an ocean liner you will notice the Eng- 
lish passengers are the most persistent 
brisk walkers on the promenade deck. 
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A Striking New Prophetic Book 
By David Simpson of Australia 


“PALESTINE | nn. ne 


WORLD'S DRAMA” 
Outlining God’s program for 
the Jews and Palestine from the 
grey dawn of history to the 
glory of the millennial age. A 
masterly treatise on prophetic 
truth bearing on the most vital 
issues of the present critical 
hour. Everyone should read it. 





80 Pages - Fascinating - 
Price only 65 cents 


Address cash or money order to 


AUSTRALIAN PUBLICATIONS 
P.O. Box 707 Los Angeles 53, Calif., U.S.A. 


Gripping 
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mention The Sunday School Times, 









4 May Have a 
Share in Bible 
Distribution 


New York City is home to more people 
than live in thirteen of these United 
States, with the District of Columbia 
added. In its 138 years, the New York 
B:ble Society has distributed over 30,- 
000,000 pieces of Scripture within the 
metropolis. 


e HOTELS e FOREIGN GROUPS 
e HOSPITALS ‘¢ BLIND 
e SHIPS e JAILS 


NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
ANNUITY AGREEMENTS 


offer you an opportunity to serve by 
placing your funds in our safe and secure 
Annuity plan. Our Agreements have 
become steadily more popular with 
Christian investors. They provide maxi- 
mum income; require no supervision; 
and give you a vital part in spreading 
the Word. Send for our complete book- 
let describing the plan. 










REV. D. J. FANT, General Secretary 


NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
5 East 48th St. New York 17, NY. 
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It is as important. a as their morning cold 
“bahth.” 

One of the Prophet Isaiah’s greatest 
statements is in the closing verses of 
the fortieth chapter: “Even the youths 
shall faint and be weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fall: but they that wait 
upon the ‘Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles; they shall run, and 
not be weary; and they shall walk, and 
not faint.” You see, fellows, the prophet’s 
climaxing word there is “walk.” 

There is an exhilarating challenge in 
flying, and there is a certain excite- 
ment in running; but walking is the 
dull, drab routine of day-in-and-day-out 
living. It is the long dreary path 
through the commonplace, without nov- 
elty and without thrills; it’s practicing 
the scales for the music lesson; it’s mow- 
ing the grass when the other fellows 
are in the game on the back lot; it’s 
plugging away at the thing that ought 
to be done, until the job is finished, 
though you would a lot rather be doing 
something else. That’s walking. It re- 
quires courage and faith, and the faith 
part of it is “waiting on the Lord.” They 
that wait on the Lord, says the prophet, 
shall renew their strength. Again, Paul 
is saying, “Walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called, with all lowli- 
ness and meekness, with longsuffering, 
forbearing one another in love.” Then 
he tells the Philippians: “I can do all 
things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me” (4:13). 

When Countee Cullen saw Alan See- 
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gar’s challenging poem, “I Have a Ren- 


dezvous With Death,” he conceived it 
a nobler thing to live a useful life than 
to die a heroic death, so he wrote: 
I have a rendezvous with Life 
In days I hope will come, 
Ere youth is spent and strength of mind — 
Ere voices sweet grow dumb, 
Sure, some would say ‘tis better far 
To crown their days with sleep 
Than face the road, the wind, the rain, 
To heed the calling deep. 
Though wind nor blow nor space I fear, 
Yet fear I deeply, too, 
Lest Death should greet and elaim me ere 
I keep Life’s rendezvous. 


Aucusta, Ga, 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


BELONGING TO THE CHURCH 


HE place where Christians meet to 

worship is not the Church. Some- 
times we call it the church, but correctly 
speaking it is the church building. The 
Church is composed of born-again peo- 
ple. Theré is only one Church. Read 
the first part of Ephesians 4:4. What 
is meant by “the body”? Ephesians 1: 
22, 23 tells us that the Church is Christ’s 
body, so we could read Ephesians 4:4, 
“There is one church.” There is only one 
universal church recognized by God. The 
word “catholic’ means “universal.” 
There is a church called the Roman Cath- 
olic Church and another one called the 
Greek Catholic Church, but neither one 
is the true catholic Church recognized 
by God. We do not use the word “cath- 
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olic” as much as the earlier Christians 
because it has become so strongly asso- 
ciated with the Roman Catholic Church; 
but the true Church is catholic; or uni- 
versal. 

The Book of Ephesians has a great 
deal in it about the Church. In Acts 
20 we have Paul’s farewell address to 
the Ephesian elders, the very same group 
to which the Ephesian Epistle is ad- 
dressed. In Acts 20:28 the apostle by 
the Holy Spirit tells the Ephesian elders 
to “feed the church of God, which he 
hath purchased with his own blood.” 
The true Church is made up of those 
who have been redeemed with the pre- 
cious blood of Christ. I once asked a 
preacher, “To what church do you be- 
long?” He. replied, “I belong to the 
church ‘which he hath purchased with 
his own blood.’” Could you girls all 
give that same answer? Have you been 
redeemed wiih the precious blood of 
Christ? As soon as a girl believes in 
Christ she is added to the one Church. 
Find out who adds her to the Church in 
Acts 2:47. 

Let us read Ephesians 4:4-6. How 
many times do you find the word “one”? 
That word, seven times repeaied, shows 
the complete oneness of all true Chris- 
tians. First Corinthians 12:13 tells us 
that it is by that one Spirit we are “all 
baptized into one body.” Do you re- 
member what “the body” means? 

There is only one true Church, yet 
we read such phrases as “unto the 
church of God which is at Corinth” and 
“unto the churches of Galatia.” These 
were local churches, but they were each 
part of the one great Church. If an 
epistle were written today “unto the 
church of God which is at London,” it 
would be for every true Christian in 
London. If it were “unto the churches 
of California,” it would be for all the 
Christians in every locality in California. 

Thousands of the members of the true 
Church are in Heaven already, and all 
the rest are going there. The Lord is 
still adding to the Church daily those 
who are saved. When the Church is 
complete the Lord Jesus will-come for 
every member who is still on earth, and 
take them to Heaven. Nota single mem- 
ber will be missing when the roll is 
called in Heaven. Will you be there? 

Each one of us who is saved is a mem- 
ber of the true Church. People who 
are not saved sometimes have their 
names put on the roll of some denomina- 
tion, but unless they have been baptized 
by the Spirit into the invisible Church 
this does them no good. Again a person 
may be a member of.God’s true Church 
without belonging to any denomination. 

If this is true, why should Christians 
affiliate with some group of believers? 
A preacher was once calling on a man 
who said he was saved but he believed 
he could be just as good a Christian 
without going to,church. For answer 
the preacher scattered the coals in the 
fireplace separating each off by itself, As 
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they lost their glow and became dull 
and dead looking, the man said, “I see 
what you mean, Christians need to get 
together to keep one another warm and 
glowing in their testimony for Christ.” 

A Christian who does not associate 
with any group of believers is living 
in disobedience to God. See Hebrews 
10:24, 25. How can such a one think 
he is as good a Christian as those who 
are obedient? 

He cannot ever claim the blessed 
promises of Matthew 18:19, 20, and he 
misses the joy of united worship. 

He cannot by himself observe the ordi- 
nances of baptism and the Lord’s Sup- 
per which are enjoined on every Chris- 
tian. 

If there are several Christian groups 
near by, with which one should we as- 
sociate ourselves? The same Holy Spirit 
who baptized us into the true Church 
will guide us if we wait on the Lord. 
Cften He leads us to work with the 
group that was used by Him for our 
salvation. God guides us by His Spirit 
through His Word. In Acts 2:42-47 we 
find some marks of the early church to 
look for if we are having difficulty de- 
ciding where the Lord wants us to work 
and worship. Notice they “continued 
stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine.” How 
we need to look for that! We find the 
“apostles’ doctrine” in the holy Scrip- 
tures, particularly in Acts and the Epis- 
tles. Does this local assembly hold 
steadfastly to the Scriptures? Find out 
what they believe about Christ, His 
ceath and resurrection, sin and salva- 
tion. Does it agree with 1 Corinthians 
15:3, 4 and other Scriptures? 

The early Christians continued stead- 
fastly in the breaking of bread and in 
prayers. Does this local group observe 
the Lord’s Supper in the Scriptural way? 
Do they have prayer meetings? Do they 
depend on the Lord for blessing and for 
the supplying of their needs, or do they 
have drives of one sort or another to 
get things done? Notice the early church 
‘received the Word with gladness, and 
they continued with joy (Acts 2:41, 46). 
A local church true to God and His Word 
should be full of joy and praise to Him 
and working together for the salvation 
of the lost. 

Christians can serve the Lord much 
more effectively if they are united. A 
little girl was lost somewhere in acres 
of grain. All the neighbors turned out 
to look for her, but no one could find 
her. At last they took hold of hands and 
walked side by side through the field. 
Then she was found. We need to wit- 
ness for the Lord individually, but we 
also need a united witness, to go hand 
in hand after the lost. 
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By Charles Lee Feinberg, Th. D., Ph. D. 
Professor of Semitics and Old Testament, Dallas Theological Seminary 
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the destiny of Palestine and the Jews, will not want to miss, 
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Books for Reference and Study 


All About the Sunday School 
By David J. Fant and Addie Marie French 


New revised edition. Textbook for all engaged in Sunday-school 
work. Includes courses of study, methods of teaching, departmental 
grading, and literature. Relative values of graded and uniform les- 
aT? discussed. Should have a place in every Sunday-school library. 

1.75. 







Outline Studies in 
Christian Doctrine 
By George P. Pardington 
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$1.75. 


The Wonders of Prophecy 
By John Urquhart 
Portrays the remarkable way in which Biblic 
predictions concerning the great nations of an- 
tiquity, the advent of Christ, and history of Jew- 
ish people have been fulfilled. $1.50. 
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For Junior Teachers 


* By Ruth E. Dow 


»Topic and Scripture: 


At Church With Our Friends 
(Acts 2:41-47) 


F THE teacher can find a good pic- 

ture of people going toward or into 
a church, mount it, and print the words 
of the Memory Verse, “I was glad when 
they said unto me, Let us go into the 
house of the Lord” (Psa. 122:1). 

Suppose you lived miles from a church 
—the church which God said was His 
house. Three times a year you traveled 
the long distance to the town where 
the church and God were. You stayed 
in the town a week, going to the church 
to worship God every day. Then back 
home again far away from God for an- 
other four months! If you loved the 
Lord and wanted to be near Him, 
wouldn’t you be happy when someone 
said, “It’s time to go to the Lord’s house 
again”? You would pack up, and, trav- 
eling with friends along the rough road 
winding among the hills, under the hot 
sun, you would sing the good old songs. 
(If the class knows Psalm 121, have 
them repeat it. If not, divide the class 
into two groups to read alternate verses 
of this travelers’ song.) As you came 
near to the city —the city of Jerusalem 
—and could see the church now near 
at hand, how glad you would be! And 
your thoughts would again be put into 
song. (Read Psa. 122:1-4.) 

Then one day during the great church 
services, when thousands of people were 
in the city to worship God, the Holy 
Spirit came from Heaven to be right 
in the hearts of those who believed in 
the Lord Jesus. He made them brave 
to speak about the Lord, and Peter told 
the great crowds how they had sinned 
in crucifying Him, But God had made 
Him alive. And now He would forgive 
their sin, if they would change their 
minds about the Lord Jesus and recog- 
nize Hirn as God’s Son and their Sav- 
iour, and be baptized in His name, Then 
the Holy Spirit would come into them. 
How wonderful! God would go home 
with them and be right with them every 
minute they were away from the church. 
Three thousand people were baptized 
that day. 

What did they do then? They met 
together regularly to have Peter and the 
others tell them more about the Lord 
Jesus and how He wanted them to live. 
They likefi to be together and visit with 
one another, telling of the good things 
God had done for them; they liked to eat 
together, especially at the Lord’s Sup- 
per; they liked to pray together. There 
were wonderful answers to prayer as 
Peter and others made lame and sick 
people well. Everybody shared what 
he had with others who needed it. Every 
day as they worshiped in the church, 
and as they ate together at the homes, 
they were happy, praising God. And 

















Lessa, for Fenniony 2% 
every day more people were saved as 
they saw how happy the Christians were, 
We started our lesson with a “sup- 
pose.” But really you do live near a 
church, near enough to come every Sun- 
day. To be sure, the Lord is here at 
church; it is the “house of the Lord.” 
Though the Holy Spirit brings God so 
near that He is everywhere we are, yet 
we still find going to church with our 
friends helps. Do we do the same 
things in our church that the Christians 
did in Peter’s day? (Let the children 
recall what you have told, or read Acts 
2:41-47. Baptism, teaching, fellowship 
suppers or social affairs, Lord’s Supper, 
prayer meeting and answers to prayer, 
relief, praise may all be discussed. Make 
a list on the blackboard.) 
. Now comes a question for each one 
of you. As you look at each thing in 
our list which church people do, think: 
Do I do that? — Have I been baptized? 
(That is, if you have first received the 
Lord as your Saviour from sin.) Do I 
learn from the ‘teaching of the minister 
and Sunday school teacher? Do I have 
happy times here with other Christians? 
Do I pray when others ‘are praying — 
in my heart if not aloud? Have I shared 
some of my good things with others who 
have less? Do I thank God for saving 
me and giving me so many good things? 
Which one should we do now? (Might 
be a time of prayer together for sick 
or unsaved, or for missionaries; a plan 
for helping missionaries who have few 
comforts in life [see next lesson], or re- 
lief; of praise for God’s blessings.) 
Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Happy Time in Church 
(Acts 2:41-47) 

SE a picture of a happy group of 
Sunday school children. Do you 
like to go to Sunday school? Why do 
you like to go? Because you have a 
good time there, isn’t that the reason? 
The happiest people in the world should 
be those who love the Lord Jesus Christ, 
The church and the Sunday school 
should be the happiest places in the 

world, except a Christian home. 

But sometimes we see sour, cross faces 
even at church. Some children look 
as cranky as can be at Sunday school; 
but most of our children look happy. 

Why should Christians be happy? Be- 
cause they have a Saviour who died for 
them, and brought them salvation. He 
has promised to take care of them as 
long as they live here on this earth, and 
take them to be with Him forever.when 
they leave this life. What could keep 
them from being happy? ® 

Of course Christians have sickness and 
sorrow — loved ones die; and Christians 


sometimes, lose -their- money and their. 
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Build a Better Tomorrow 
by what you do today! 


—for the world 
—for your country 


—for yourself 


What can J do?, everyone asks, You— 
yes, you—can help make this world 
a better place to live in by facilitating 
the world-wide distribution of the 
Bible. Simply send us your contribu- 
tion. Or better still, why not make 
your own future more secure by pur- 
chasing an American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement? In this way, you 
not only receive the peace of mind 
which comes from a generous lifetime 
income, you enjoy the untold satis- 
faction of knowing that your money 
goes toward the work of spreading the 
Word of God wherever it is needed— 
and so contributes to the greater peace 


of the world, 


Mail This Coupon Today Witheut 
Fail—Investigate this Christian Plan 
which enables you both to give and 
receive at the same time and entitles 
you to certain tax exemptions. Write 
today for the interesting booklet, “A 
Gift That Lives:’ 
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ASSURED 





American Bible Society, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
(J Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-76 entitled “A Gift That 
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Have you read 
“Here’s How,” 
and ‘“‘Here’s 
How A Bandit 


Found How’! 

They're the fascinating tract booklets being 

acclaimed by Christians everywhere as the most 

complete and effective printed weapon ever 

roduced. Young and old are captivated by the 

ascinating and convincing presentation. Evena 

child can read and understand. They're winning 

souls! Send for a trial order. Money refunded 
if not{enthusiastically satisfied. 

20 for $1; 100 for $4; 200 for $7 
THE LIFE MESSENGERS, Box 515, Seattle, Wash. 
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homes, but through it all, the Lord has 
promised to uphold them, 

Another thing that makes Christians 
very happy is for someone who is un- 
saved to come to believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. That is why, in our lesson 
today, the Christians had such a won- 
derful time on that day when Peter 
preached and three thousand people be- 
lieved in the Lord. My, wouldn’t that 
mdke any of us shout for joy! We can- 
not imagine how we would feel. We 
rejoice when one person accepts Christ, 
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and we are told that the angels in 
Heaven rejoice over one soul. 

Let’s be practical and find out what 
we can do to make a happy time at our 
Sunday school. 

First, you can be there yourself every 
Sunday, with a smile on your face. 

Second, you can take somebody with 
you every Sunday. Try to get some of 
your school playmates to go to Sunday 
school with you. 

Third, you can always have an offer- 
ing to give, even if it must be a small 
one. But don’t keep the dimes and 
nickels for yourself and take the pennies 
to the Lord Jesus, for that is not treat- 
ing God right. 

Fourth, you can be a good listener,” 
and hear all your teacher has to say 
to you. You can always help your 
teacher by being orderly and quiet, and 
you can show reverence to the Heavenly 
Father also. 

Then, after you leave the church, you 
can be a smiling, happy child all week, 
with a real witness for the Lord. Did 
you know that people who are not Chris- 
tians are not happy, and many of them 
are willing to listen when you tell them 
about Jesus, if you have a joyful man- 
ner. Too many Christians are gloomy 
and do not make unbelievers want to 
be Christians. 

Read the verses of our Scripture to- 
day, and you will see how those people 
in the early church lived. They were 
so unselfish that they sold their things 
and divided the money with those who 
had none. They even ate with gladness, 
praising God. Do you eat with glad- 
ness and praise God for what you have? 
You should, for many children today 
are hungry, with almost nothing to eat. 

For just a week, try being a happy 
child all the time, and see if you don’t 
like it so well that you will ask the 
Lord Jesus to keep you happy all the 
time. 

FELTON, CALIF. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a  & $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” eference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of th 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

The Vulnerable Spot.—Now when they 
heard this, they were pricked in their 
heart (Acts 2:37). In his “Nest of 
Spears,” F. W. Boreham tells of an illit- 
erate English preacher whose sermons 
brought marked results. Many a sinner 
through those pungent messages was 
brought to a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. The preacher was crude, ,and 
his Dieesian was not overly good. When 
he was asked the secret of his power 


by a well-educated intellectual, he an- 
































Lesson for February 22 


swered: “So many of you parsons aim 
at the head and miss. I always aim at 
the third button on the waistcoat !”— 
From the United Presbyterian. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin, Eskridge, Kans. 


Safe To Count.—The same day there 
were added unto them about three thou- 
sand souls (Acts 2:41). Gypsy Smith 
said: “I was sitting at a table with some 
preachers, and one, a Scotsman, said, 
‘How did you get on at your. meeting?’ 
I said, Oh, so many passed through the 
inquiry room. He said, ‘Is it safe to 
count?’ I said, ‘Well, they“counted at 
Pentecost and put it down at three thou- 
sand.’ He changed the subject. Later 
on the Scotsman said, ‘Are you married, 
Mr. Smith?’ I said, ‘Yes.’ ‘Any family?’ 
‘Yes.’ ‘How many?’ I replied, ‘Is it safe 
to count?’” When the laughter had sub- 
sided the Gypsy added: “You count your 
children, and the Lord counts His. You 
made enough fuss when your baby was 
born. The Lord says there is joy in 
Heaven over one. The Church doesn’t 
fuss half enough when sinners are con- 
verted."—From the Expositor. Sent by 
L. G. James, Toronto, Can. 


Fear Has Its Place.—And fear came 
upon every soul (Acts 2:43). The Prairie 
Bible Institute conducts each year a sur- 
vey of its first year class in evangelism, 
to determine the motives of the class 
membefs in having accepted Christ: Of 
a class of 122, recently, the following 
gave these reasons: fear of the Second 
Coming, 39; fear of hell, 33; fear of 
judgment, 6; fear of consequences, 5; 
fear of death, 4; fear of failure, 3; de- 
sire’ for joy and satisfaction, 9; desire 
for power over sin, 3; moved by God’s 
love for them, 6; just had @ need, 4; did 
not know why, 10. This tallies with a 
survey made in 1931 when sixty-six out 
of eighty had been’ saved through fear, 
and another in 1932 when seventy-five 
out of one hundred were turned to God, 
“moved by fear.” This is an awful re- 
buke to the Modernist who insists we 
should preach only the sentimental thing 
he calls “love.”"—From the Prairie Pas- 
tor. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 
Prize illustration. 


Just Like a Dog.—They ... did eat 
their meat with gladness and singleness 
of heart (Acts 2:46). A little lad of six 
was invited out to lunch in a neigh- 
bor’s home. As soon as all were seated 
at the table the food was served. The 
little boy was puzzled, and, with a child’s 
frankness, asked, “Don’t you say a prayer 
before you eat?” The host was uncom- 
fortable, and mumbled, “No, we don’t 
take time for that.” The lad thought 
silently for awhile, and said, “You're 
just like my dog! You start right in.” 
—From Boone Baptist Booster. Sent by 
Hazel Thomson, Chicago. 


Bring Full Cargoes te Port.—The 
added to the church . 
be saved (Acts 2:47). 
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ported “two and a’ half conversions.” 
“Two adults and a child, I suppose?” 
queried his host. “No, two children and 
an adult,” said Moody. “The children 
gave their whole lives. The adult had 
only half of his left to give.”-—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Hazel Thom- 
son, Chicago. 


If You Cannot Preach.—Walk worthy 
of the vocation wherewith ye are called 
(Eph, 4:1). A newly converted man was 
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New Biographical Edition 
MATTHEW HENRY’S BIBLE COMMENTARY 


THE FAMOUS REVELL SIX-VOLUME EDITION FROM 
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No preacher or Bible student can feel really satisfied until he owns a set of 
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for its.wealth of inspiration, help, interpretation and the vast store of sermons 
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many... to treasures they have not yet known.” 
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Complete confidence in his doctor marks the attitude of the patient. 
He is assured that the doctor’s years of training and experience will 


help restore physical health and well-being. 


But complete confidence is only half the story when it comes to Moody 
Annuities. Complete satisfaction as well, can be yours when you place 
your funds in Moody Annuities. Complete confidence because of the 
many years of unfailing, on-time payments of liberal returns; complete 
satisfaction in knowing that your annuity dollars are bringing spiritual 
health to a needy world. 
Financial certainty and faithful stewardship combine to bring real 


peace of mind, for every annuitant has a vital part in all of the soul- 
winning ministries of Moody Bible Institute. The complete story of 


Moody Annuities is told in our new booklet, “Double Dividends.” Write 
for your copy today! 
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asked where he first heard the Gospel 
preached. His answer was, “I never 
heard it preached at all, but I lived next 
door to a man who lived it.”—From 
Happy Greetings. Sent by E, Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 113) 


1. The work described by our Lord in 
John 16:8-11. 

2. Our Authorized Version would suggest 
so, but Dr. A. T. Robertson points out an- 
other common use of the Greek preposition 
eis which sustains the evangelical sense of 
the passage: “be baptized . . . on the basis 
of the remission of sins.” 

3. Doubtless “the promise of the Holy 
Ghost,”’ mentioned specifically in verse 33. 

4. The calling of the Gentiles on the same 
plane as the Jews (see Eph. 2:11-22). 

5. A roll contains names, not souls. But 
that a church roll was kept is suggested by 
Acts 1:15. : 

6. There is no indication that a continu- 
ance of this was God’s intention, but the 
spirit which prompted it should reign at all 
times. t 

7. What might be called “the means of 
grace”: the teaching, the fellowship, the 
communion, and the prayers—all expres- 
sions of the corporate life of the church. 

8. Lowliness, meekness, longsuffering, lov- 
ing forbearance (Eph. 4:2). Not very heroic? 
Try it and see! 

9. Because there is still so much of the 
“flesh” about us, which is enough to smash 
the most sacred unities. 

10. By more conviction of verses 4 to 6 
and more practice of verse 2— in the power 
of the Holy Spirit ! 


w 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 22 


3. “Why These Should Not Be Joined” 
(Ezra 9:10-15; 10:10-12; Num. 36:6-10) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


OUBTLESS all of us have heard the 
words, “If any man can show just 
cause why they [these two persons] may 
not lawfully be joined together, let him 
now speak, or else hereafter for ever 
hold his peace,” repeated at many wed- 
ding ceremonies. But few, if any of us, 
have ‘ever been present when a wed- 
ding ceremony was interrupted at this 
point. Such interruptions seem to have 
been reserved for the old-time melo- 
dramas. Nevertheless, there are many 
broken hearts and bitter experiences 
that might have been prevented, if not 
by such a violent interruption, at least 
by frankness and honesty and careful 
foresight before the wedding ceremony 
began. 
We may divide those things that 
should give pause to those who are about 
to marry into four principal groups. 
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Race and Color.—We need careful and 
steady thinking here, for there is much 
written and said today to appeal to our 
sense of tolerance and fairness and even 
to our Christian faith in a sentimental 
effort to break down all racial and color 
barriers. A favorite verse often quoted 
in support of racial and color mingling 
is Paul’s statement on Mars’ Hill, which 
tells us that God “hath made of one 
blood all nations of men for to dwell 
on all the face of the earth” (Acts 17: 
26). It is noteworthy, however, that 
seldom do the users of this verse for 
such a purpose continue, as Paul did, 
with the words, “and hath determined 
the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation.” While it is 
true that, from a common forefather, 
Adam, God has produced all the races 
that we know today, it was also God 
who decreed at Babel, the differences in 
language and who scattered the various 
language groups abroad upon the earth, 
because sinful man could not be trusted 
to live together as one family with one 
language. Many of the racial problems 
that are found today have resulted be- 
cause man has upset the boundaries be- 
tween the various races and colors and 
has transplanted large groups of one 
race into the midst of another. 

The Christian certainly has no ground 
for considering the race to which he be- 
longs to be superior to any other race, 
particularly when environment and edu- 
cational advantages are taken into ac- 
count. He is enjoined to look upon all 
believers as brethren in Christ. But 
there is not the slightest Scriptural rea- 
son for the Christian to believe that he 
should seek his intimate personal friends 
among those of other races or colors, 
or that he should marry one of another 
race or color, 

In all fairness, it should be said that 
neither is there any Scripture verse that 
forbids the Christian to marry one of 
another race or color. The problem 
must be looked at from the viewpoint 
of the hazards it presents to a ead 
marriage. 

Granting that the two principals are 
willing and believe themselves able to 
adjust the racial or color differences on 
their own part, and to face, for them- 
selves, the coolness, if not the social 
ostracism that is bound to follow, there 
are two other important factors that 
must not be overlooked. One is the prob. 
lem of the other members of the two 
families. The principals may be able to 
make many adjustments, but can adjust- 
ments be made with perhaps less desir- 
able individuals in the family? A mar- 
ried couple, whether they like it or not, 
do not live unto themselves. Family ties 
are strong. The problems created within 
the family by a mixed marriage cannot 
be ignored. 

The second great problem, and per- 
haps the most important of all, is that 
which faces the children from such @ 
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union. All too often the children of 
parents of different colors are accepted 
by neither race. Whether justified or 
not, public opinion is a powerful force, 
and those who contemplate a mixed 
marriage eed soberly to consider 
whether or not they have the fright to 
subject their innocent offspring to such 
a handicap in life. 


% 


Creed.—We have already seen some- 
thing, in the topics that have gone be- 
fore, of the importance of choosing our 
intimate friends from among those who 
know and love the Lord Jesus. Christ. 
God’s Word clearly forbids us. to be 
yoked together with unbelievers. But 
granting that both persons are true be- 
lievers, but belong to different faiths, 
is there any reason why they should not 
marry? Among the Protestant faiths, 
there is little likelihood of serious: trou- 
ble here unless the denominational dif- 
ference is one upon which the two ean- 
not possibly agree, and which may, 
therefore, become a dividing element in 
the home life, particularly in the bring- 
ing up of children. 

However, a special word of caution is 
needed with regard to Protestant-Cath- 
olic marriages. So many of the tenets 
of the Catholic religion are so unscrip- 
tural that it is difficult to see how a good 
Catholic can also be a good Christian. 
Experience has shown, however, that 
there are individuals who remain in the 
Catholic Church, somewhat conscious of 
its faults and unsoundness, and yet pro- 
fessing a saving faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. However, the Christian who 
would marry a Catholic is faced imme- 
diately with a dilemma. Either the Cath- 
olic must renounce his religion'and be- 
come a Protestant, and be married by 
a Protestant minister; or the Protestant 
must renounce his faith and become a 
Catholic; or he must sign an agreement 
to the effect that the children of such a 
union will be reared as Roman Cath- 
olics. In the majority of cases, a Prot- 
estant-Catholic marriage means that the 
Protestant’ member of the union either 
gives up his faith, or is lost to active 
life in the Protestant church of which 
he is a member. While some such mar- 
riages have lasted and enjoyed some 
measure of happiness, there cannot be 
common sharing of Christian faith and 
worship, and the Christian instruction 
of children that should be a vital part 
of every true Christian marriage. 

v8 \ 

Culture—Here again young people 
may be tempted to feel that educational 
differences do not hinder a happy mar- 
riage, and should, therefore, not be con- 
sidered. However, it cannot be denied 
that many marriages run into difficulty 
right here. True, they need not do so. 
Too wide a separation in education, or in 
faith, or in habits, however, may create 
real’ problems and become fhe entering 
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wedge for misunderstandings and dif- 
ferences. 
%& 

Health—The one we are to join in 
life partnership has a right to know of 
any health handicaps that we may have, 
and also of any hereditary tendencies 
that may cause future trouble. Many 
states require a medical examination be- 
fore a marriage license is issued. This 
is a wise law, and should cheerfully and 
honestly be observed. To withhold or 
conceal information about one’s physical 
health may break down the trust and 


confidence that should exist between ° 


every man and wife, to say nothing of 
the physical suffering or handicaps to 
offspring that often result from such dis- 
honesty. 

wg 


We need to keep in mind constantly 
that under the most ideal and salutary 
conditions, marriage means many ad- 
justments. The fewer the barriers that 
we place in the path of making these 
adjustments, the more sure we may be 
that the union will be lasting and true, 
and one that God can bless. It is the 
height of folly deliberately to put haz- 
ards in the way of reaching the greatest 
happiness that God has in store for us, 
apart from fellowship with Himself. Let 
us, therefore, as Christian young people, 
resolve to do everything in our power 
to avoid those things that may bring 
difficulty, or sorrow, or disaster in this 
most important step. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Children at Home 
The School Failure 


Founded on fact 
By Nesta Reed 


a | REALLY feel it is little use to keep 
Karuna here any longer, Matron 
Jee. I am so sorry, but the poor child 
seems unable to grasp knowledge, al- 
though she is so eager to do her best.” 

“That is so, Miss Sahib; it is a keen 
disappointment, for we had all hoped 
she would improve, but her brain power 
is lacking. It is, indeed, a pity.” 

“Well, Matron Jee, the name we gave 
her at her recent baptism seems rather 
fitting, for Karuna may need ‘mercy’ 
when she goes home, for her family is 
by no means anxious to have her back 
again.” 

The little pupil about whom the In- 
dian school “heads” were so perplexed 
had come from a distant village. She 
was suffering from a badly injured leg. 
This had now been healed, although 
Karuna would always have a slight limp. 
Her people were poor outcasts an@ were 
really thankful to be rid of her because 
of her lameness and general weakness 
through neglect and sémistarvation, 

Karuna had so improved, physically, 
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that she could hardly have been recog- 
nized as the miserable little girl who 
had come to the mission, but she was 
very dull at book learning and hopeless 
to teach. In spite of the patience and 
all that was done for her, there was no 
doubt that she could never become a 
nurse as she wished to be. There was 
no help for it, she must go home and 
earn her keep as best she could in the 
future. 

The missionary head teacher felt very 
sorry when saying? good-by to the little 
girl. Her parting words were: “Now, 
Karuna, I want you to promise faith- 
fully to read the Gospels daily, although 
you may understand little else in God’s 


_ SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 





* (21) 125 


A Pleasant Way te Make MONEY! 


The tide of religious awakening is stimulating a 
new demand for religious products. You perform a 
Christian service by offering the “Sunshine Line” 
greeting cards—America's leading religious line. 


SPECIAL 


Ne. E22 Is a Favorite 
Your friends and neighbors will be enthusiastic 
about these beautiful cards with Easter messages. 
Profitable sales are quickly and easily made. Make 
extra profits selling scripture-text Everyday greetings, 
Egermeier’s Bible Story books, Sallman prints, mot- 
toes and plaques. Write today for generous offer 


TRIUMPHANT ART PUBLISHERS, D « 


ANDERSON, INDIANA 





This Easter give the Bible 
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Easter season than the Bible Lincoln 
cherished . . : a beautiful Oxford 
Bible. Christian people everywhere 
have found inspiration and solace 
from the pages of their Oxford Gift 
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The new Oxford editions are su- 
perbly bound with traditional Oxford 
craftsmanship . . . leathers are soft, 
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the famous Oxford India paper. 

Give an Oxford Bible for a dear 
one’s Easter. Your bookseller will be 
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AT BOOK STORES EVERYWHERE 


OXFORD 


This “Scofield” 
Reference Bible, 
one of the great 
Oxford editions, gives 
needed help on every page, yet 
keeps the King James text intact. 





America’s Gift BIBLE Since 1675 
































126 (22) & 





Don't Wiss 


“The Catholic Church in the Struggle for Power” 


AS) 


ave 


A New Series of Revealing Articles 


By L. H. Lehmann 
Beginning with the FEBRUARY ISSUE of 


ERTED CATHOLIC 
nv i MA G4 
Edited by Converted Catholic Priests <INp 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICE $1.00 A YEAR (10 issues) Canada $1.25 


Oly laa 


Jrom 


CHRIST'S MISSION 
756 Seventh Avenue, New York 19, N.Y. 











A rapidly expand- 
ing enrollment 
means crowded 
chapel services, 
daily. Below, Cox 
Holl, our ¢ 1 
ond Library Build- 
ing. 








Tne historic motto of its 
founder: “Education for Character,” ex- 
presses every sacrifice and every effort 
made at ROBERTS JUNIOR COLLEGE. 
Character is understood to include sur- 
render to Christ and love for man. Ad- 
vanced academic training of quality is 

rovided with a distinctly Christian emphasis. 

aculty members are chosen nor only for cul- 
tural breadth, but also for depth of piety and 
for their evangelical spirit. 


Special services which they are ex- 
pected to attend promote the spiritual 
development of the students. These in- 
clude the midwegk student meeting, the 
daily chapel service, morning and eve- 
ning dining room worship. Sabbath 
school and morning and evening Sabbath 
services. Evangelistic services are held each 
semester. And in every classroom, the warmth 
of uine Christian fellowship and emphasis 
of the Christian viewpoint tends to encourage 
and en a per spiritual growth 


You may become oa participating part- 
ner in this work of Christian education. 
An attractive Life Annuity Contract is 
available which is theft and depres- 
sion proof — write for details. 


JUNIOR COLLEGE 
North Chili, N. Y. 








February 7, 1948 


precious Book. Always try to tell others 
what you know of the Lord Jesus, and 
remember the day when you became 
‘Karuna’ in our school chapel. God 
your Heavenly Father had great mercy 
upon you in bringing you here to get 
to know Him; try to live every day to 
please and thank Him for His love. I 
shall never forget you, dear child, and 
always be longing to hear some good 
news of my dear little Karuna.” 


nuaruna was sobbing bitterly as she 


‘left the school where she had been so 


happy, but, in the busy group she was 
quickly forgotten. She had not been a 
Aright pupil, in fact, she was just a 
hopeless failure most thought, so she 
was soon forgotten by the other chil- 
dren. 


However, the head teacher could not 
forget, and she often lovingly thought 
of the little girl and prayed that she 
might be kept true to the Lord Jesus. 
Had she been lost in the life of that 
distant Indian village — lost to her Sav- 
iour and all they had tried to teach her? 
Oh, how much her teacher longed to 
know, but there was no opportunity of 
finding out for a long time. 


Then one day a former Indian stu- 
dent of the mission, who had joined~a 
small band of young women evangelists 
visiting distant villages, returned to her 
old school on a short visit. Sonia had 
been both a beloved and highly success- 
ful pupil before her marriage, and now, 
having been left a widow, her whole 
lifé was being spent in the service of 
her Lord and Master. Her spirit and 
tireless devotion, however, often caused 
a weary body, but she was always a 
welcome visitor at the school and the 
girls all seemed to be helped by her 
inspiring messages and presence. 

As she was telling them about her 
recent tour in the villages she said, “I 
must say that sometimes in these remote 
places we find ignorance, prejudice, and 
utter indifference difficult to overcome; 
yet, amid many discouragements, at 
times God gives us wonderful cause for 
praise. In one isolated village where I 
thiik no one had ever gone with the 
message of God’s love before, we found 
a green oasis in the midst of a wilder- 
ness. This was due to the influence of 
a little girl who told us her name .was 
Karuna, and she had once been at this 
school. She had found book learning 
impossibly difficult, but she had returned 
te try to live for Christ and help others 
to get to love Him. 


“Tr 


It was wonderful how that little girl 
had prepared the way for our message 
to be received by those people. They 
were ready to hear, and begged us to 
stay or send them a teacher as soon 
as possible. ‘We have seen your God 
shining His light through her life,’ they 
said to me. ‘She has made us want to 
know and understand the Christian re- 
ligion. Karuna may have seemed a 
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failure here at school, but by God’s grace 
she has been an outstanding success in 
helping others to find the way of life.” 
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Ancient Testimony Against 
the Theater 


(Continued from second page) 


sand dancing girls were allowed to re- 
main. Long after the time of which 
Ammianus wrote, the passion for the 
lubricity of the stage defied all the 
authority and moral influence of the 
Christian Church. Orosius and Salvianus 
regarded the theatre as a more serious 
danger tharr even the invasions of the 
barbarians. S. Augustine had to com- 
plain that the African churches were 
often emptied by the attractions of these 
spectacles. Sidonius, late in the century, 
describes the doubtful exhibitions of 
mythological pantomime as if they were 
still in full life and vigour” (pp. 55, 56). 


“The whole of the imperial legisla- 
tion with regard to actors shows at once 
the degradation of the Roman stage and 
the stubborn attachment of the people 
to the indescribable enormities perpe- 
trated in the name of art. The worst 
social curse of the Lower Empire, the 
hereditary character. of nearly all call- 
ings, had left perhaps its deepest brand 
on the actor’s profession. Treated as 
the vilest of mankind, yet the indis- 
pensable minister to the pleasure of the 
people, he was chained to his calling 
from generation to generation. The 
Church fought one of its noblest battles 
to release these unhappy slaves of a 
cruel -voluptuousness; and the hand of 
S. Ambrose is distinctly seen in some of 
the laws issued during his great episco- 
pate. The bishops of Africa, where the 
allurements of the theatre were most 
powerfully felt, never failed to press the 
claims of humanity and morality on the 
stolid Honorius. But their efforts seem 
to have. been ill rewarded, for, in 413, 
the Emperor orders the ‘Tribune of 
Pleasures’ at Carthage to recall to their 
wretched trade the actresses who had, 
by ‘imperial kindness’ been previously 
released” (p. 57). 
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A Tidal Wave of Old Copies 


AST summer the Trues published a 

letter from a minister in England 
who asked readers to send him old copies 
of the Times for distribution (July 5, 
1947). On December 29 he wrote as fol- 
lows: 

“Dear Sirs: Your printing of my re- 
quest in the July 5th issue of S.S.T. has 
linked me with many new, and all of 
them, keen Christian friends—the U.S. 
and Canada. I have replied in deep per- 
sonal thanks to (I hope) all who have 
sent. In case any senders of magazines, 
letters, etc., have not had a_ personal 
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Sold only by 
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WANTED: PRAYER HELPERS 


We believe that the power and effectiveness 
of our school will be increased as more 
people pray for us. 


We will send the Doorstep Evangel, a faur- 
page monthly, to you regularly if you 
will put us omyour prayer list. Write teddy. 
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BIBLE 


Willard M. Aldrich, Th.D., President 
8. B. SUTCLIFFE, D.D. JOHN G. MITCHELL, 8.0. 
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Story-O-Graphs have been proved by leading ministers, 
teachers, evangelists, and missionaries 


That you may know the value, flexibility, and economy in use of the 
“Story-O-Graph PLAN,” send today for free folder to: 


—Story-0-Graphs 


P. O. Box 145, Dept. T 
CALIFORNIA 


PASADENA e@ 








128 (24) * 


The Boy Who Discovered Easter 


An Easter one-act by Elizabeth McFadden 
Theme: the miracle of spring as illustrating the Easter 
story. Parts: 1 man, 2 women, 1 boy oi 12. Time: 40 
minutes. Simple interior. Aag Basser music preferred. 
Desely spiritual in its effect. This simple drama of taith 
and hope has been given over six hundred performances 
in the Sunday Schools of the United gates. 

Price: 40 cents Royalty: $5.00 


SAMUEL FRENCH 723 cutter sits" Wsutscus%6 
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A fruitful ministry of evange- 
lism and Scri 
supported by free-will offerings. 

Send for free Quarterly with 
news of workin U.S. and China to: 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 


re distribution 





EUROPEAN HEBREW CHRISTIANS PLEAD! 


slavia writes: 
food and clothing packages. 





The Rev. Jacob Peltz, 
Ph.B., B.D. 


DISTRESS OF HEBREW CHRISTIANS IN GERMANY 


to the mission work.” 


A veteran Hebrew Christian missionary in Germany writes: 


some of the surviving Hebrew Christians. 


A courageous Hebrew Christian missionary from Jugo- 
“Please accept our sincerest thanks for the 
I myself and most of the 
remaining believers have suffered irreparable losses. Not 
only did we lose our homes, clothing, and furniture, but 
all of us lost also our relatives, 
brothers, and children. Most of us now remain all alone. 
If we did mot have the consolation of our Messiah, the 
Lord Jesus, we could not bear the weight of this life. 


including husbands, 


“Nearly all of us went through concentration camps 
and prisons from which we came back with bodily injuries. 
This is why we beg you brothers and sisters in America 
to help us build again, for the poverty and deprivations 
of the war years sapped most of our strength. Anxiety for 
the daily needs takes most of my time, and if I were not 
so burdened with food worries I could much better attend 


“I have gathered 


Many of the men perished in concen- 


tration camps, but some of the wives and children survived. They are homeless 
and without anyone to care for them. We ourselves have lost everything. Please 


have pity upon us. Do not let us starve.” 


We receive similar heart-rending pleas from surviving Hebrew Christians in 
all parts of Europe. Never have we had such opportunities to feed the starving, 
clothe the naked, console the despairing in the name of Christ. We earnestly plead 


for your prayers and help on behalf of suffering Israel. 


$5.00 will pay for a nutritious food parcel. 
$10.00 will pay for a big CARE food parcel. 
$10.00 will support an orphan child for a month. 


A folder of “News Letters from Hebrew Christians in Europe” sent on request. 


Address gifts and communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 
4919 N. Albany Ave. 
Chicago 25, Illinois 


Dept. T 


Canada 


91 Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 





PUZZLES OF GENESIS 


Teachers who would discredit the Bible regard Genesis as a 


ibie are easily misled. 


much that usually overlooked. 


and Rujherford to discredit 
Witnesses. 


churches, and why. 


our world had a thinking creator. 


MAKER” (20c) and “EAGLE 





THE STORK” (20c) 
consent it has twice been republished by others. 


“RASTUS AGUSTUS EXPLAINS EVOLUTION” (25c) is philos- 
ophy and fun in Negro dialect. “SPIRITISM” (25c) recites ri- 
ences with seances, mediums, hypnosis, and victims. “ EVEN 
THUNDERS” (25c) quotes a oye ished false prophecies of Russell 

claim that they were Jehovah’s 
Give ‘‘Witnesses” a copy and see. 

“JOCKO-HOMO HEAVENBOUND” (25c), “PUDDLE TO PARA- 
DISE” (20c), and “TOADSTOOL AMONG THE TOMBS” (20c) are 
what you want where children are taught theory 
try. “ALIBI, LULLABY, BY-BY” (20c) and “THE GEE-HAW OF 
THE MODERN JEHU” (25c) explain what has happened to some 


of reptile ances- 


“MISTAKES GOD DID NOT MAKE” (25c) and “DUST AND 
DEITY” (20c) offer facts that are obvious to a 12-vear-old that 
“MAN, THE 

WINGS” (20c) condensed 

tures that will give young Christians a new vision. “STOPPING 
easy to loan, hard to get back. With our 


HARNESS 


are lec- 


Any 5 books for $1. All 14 for $2.80 postpaid. If you wish a quantity to sell, loan, or give 
to friends or classes, write for half price offers. Why not be a book missionary? 


HOMO PUB. CO., 5609 Washington Ave., Ashtabula, Ohio 


- 


ges place to begin. Pupils not familiar with the language of the 
Too often Christian families furnish the 
pupils and pay the bilis. “PUZZLES OF GENESIS” (25c) reveals 
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thank you, will you please express it for 
me in S.S.T.? 

“We have now more than sufficient 
numbers, and I am so glad of regular 
copies which friends have subscribed to 
for me. We cannot buy literature from 
abroad now! I am passing on S.S.T. and 
the other Christian literature far and 
wide, and who knows how far and where 
our God will bless? So, thank you, and 
God bless you one and all. 

“I can still make good use of the illus- 
trated magazines, but please—no more 
S.S.T.! I am mailing a photo of our 
‘pile’ which I hope you can publish, with 
acknowledgment to the Wolverhampton 
Express & Star. 

“Yours gratefully and sincerely, 
“GEOFFREY Carr, Vicar” 
(Wellington Vicarage, Shropshire, Eng.) 

The accompanying photo shows the re- 
sult of the first brief notice in the Times. 
Readers who care to send over -illus- 
trated magazines — but not the Times — 
should address them to the Rev. G. Carr, 
the Vicarage, Wellington, Shropshire, 
Eng. 








Photo by Wolverhampton Express & Star. 
The Rev. Geoffrey Carr and the supply of used 


copies of the Times he has received 


we 


A New Edition of 
“A Chemist and His Bible” 


ARLY in 1943 THe Sunpay ScHoor. 

Times published a series of seven 
articles on some of the wonders of sci- 
ence, as seen from the Christian view- 
point, by Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D., 
Se.D., LL.D., for many years director 
of research of one of America’s largest 
industrial incorporations. These articles 
were very favorably received by Times 
readers, and were later published in 
booklet form. Thousands of copies were 
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sold, and the first and second editions 
were exhausted. 

A third edition, with some slight re- 
visions to bring it up to date, has just 
beer issued by THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times, The 48-page booklet, printed on 
good paper in larger type than is used 
in these columns, contains the original 
seven articles ‘which are as follows: 


Science and the Unchanging Bible 
The Wisdom and Power of God as 
Seen in the Creation 
Light and Heat in Creation and Scripture 
Why Take Man’s Prescriptions and 
Refuse God? 

Hidden Treasure in Water — One of 
God’s Gifts to Men 
Life— A Sure Evidence of God’s Hand 
in Creation 
The Joyous Hope of the Resurrected 
Body 


Dr. Stine’s booklet is suitable not only 
for individual reading, but can also be 
used as the basis of a series of seven 
studies by a Bible class or other Chris- 
tian group who would like to supple- 
ment their regular lesson studies with 
something unusual. The booklet also 
provides illustrative material for any 
Sunday school teacher or minister. 

Copies of the third edition of “A 
Chemist and His Bible,” by Dr. Charles 
li. A. Stine, may be had at 30 cents 
each from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


% 


Where Books Are Needed 


HE Rural Bible Crusade of Okiahoma 
finds the eountry children eager to 
read. Mr. Don Bankston, director, writes: 


In working with the great host of 
rural children that God has given us 
the privilege to minister to, we find 
them so eager, and so responsive. Their 
lives are not so filled up with many 
things we contend with in the cities. 
They treasure every tract and every 
bit of reading material we give them. 
Some of them live lonely lives. We 
have some enrolled living as far as 
twenty-five miles from any church or 
Sunday school. 

Books can mean much in the lives of 
these young poem, and there is such 
a dearth of really good books avail- 
able to them. For some time we had 
on our hearts the desire to provide 
reading material of the right kind for 
them. This fall we have started, and 
we believe the Lord is leading, # Rural 
Bible Crusade, free, all Christian, lend- 
ing library for our rural youth. Mis- 
sionary stories, inspirational, devo- 
tional, and Christian fiction, we pray, 
shall be provided. 


The field of the Rural Bible Crusade 
of Oklahoma comprises the 270,000 rural 
children of that state, a great majority 
of whom live outside the reach of any 
church or Sunday school. The Crusade 
gives a Gospel of John for learning John 
3:16; a Gospel pencil for fifteen verses; 
a New Testament for another thirty-five 
verses; a Christian story book for each 
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additional fifty verses; a leather-bound 
Bible, with name imprinted in gold, for 
five hundred verses. The headquarters 


are at 320 N. 13th St., Muskogee, Okla. 


ve 


Programs for This Year's 
Easter Service 


ASTER comes early this year— 

March 28. Will you be ready, in 
your Sunday school, with a suitable and 
interesting program? 

Sunday School Times readers have 
learned to count upon the fine special 
days programs prepared for a number 
of years by Mary Brainerd Smith. The 
program for Easter 1948 is now ready 
for mailing. It is in leafiet form, con- 
venient for use by the entire school. 
“Easter Questionings” is the title, and 
it contains responsive readings from the 
Scriptures, special hymns to be sung to 
familiar tunes, verse recitations for the 
several departments of the school, and 
the like. 


The cost is 25 cents a dozen, or $2 
a hundred. Just address The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5, and ask for the 
1948 Easter service. Please be sure to 
give your mailing address and state 
the number of copies you desire, 











Advertising brings new things to the 

reader’s attention and teaches him hew 

to use them. You will find in the 

weekly advertising columns of The 

Sunday School Times many helpful 

hints that may save you hours of time 
and trouble. 
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FOR GIVING JOY TO LIVING 


The famous EASY-TO-READ 


Crystal Clear 


NATIONAL BIBLE 








No. 452. Leather, 


QUALITY limp, gold edges. 
MADE No. 453. Over- 
lapping covers 
° with Concord- 
KING JAMES re 
VERSION 
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17th Edition 764 Pages 


roe: CIGIC 
andbook 


150 Photos and Maps 


Size 44%4x6%x1 in. 


An ABBREVIATED BIBLE COMMENTARY, with Notes on every book in the Bible, and 
an abundance of Side-Lights from Contemporaneous Ancient History; also ARCHAEO- 
LOGICAL DISCOVERIES, some of them really amazing, which confirm or supplement the 
Biblee HOW WE GOT THE BIBLE, formation of the Canon, Apocryphal Books, Ancient 
Manuscripts, Translations, etc.; and AN EPITOME OF CHURCH HISTORY, Early 
Church Fathers, Persecutions. Rise.of the Papacy,.Luther. the Reformation. 


Book of a Lifetime 


There is nothing published, of its size, or price, that has anything 
like as much practical Bible information. Especially valuable for 


Sunday School Teachers and Bible Students. 
Cloth binding only $2.00 


Order from your bookstore or 


H. H. HALLEY, Box 774, Chicago 90, Illinois 
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f truly remarkable little 
béok...a tremendous 
wealth of valuable and perti- 


nent information . . . a reser- 
voir of profound Bible 
knowledge . . . of amazing 
richness . . . true to the fun- 
damentals of the faith.” 
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» Mountain lads. Multiplied thousands are 
) yet in spiritual darkness. Thirty ambas- 
sadors. Many more needed. Bible 
) testimonies established. Write for pub- 
» lication “The AIM.” 


AMERICA INLAND MISSION 
‘ Bex 1364, S.S.S. Springheld, Missouri 
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THERE IS A REASON why 


— IS THE FAVORITE 






USED » 
EXTENSIVELY 
BY TEACHERS 


@ Endorsed by In language clear and 
leaders of all plain for the child, with 
denominations charm and dignity for 


the adult, Egermeier’s 
Bible Story Book provides many hours 
of delight and profit. For the story hour, 
the classroom, for aid to better under- 
standing of the Scriptures, use Eger- 
meier’s. The new revised edition contains 
234 entertaining and educational stories, 
over 200 full-page pictures, 32 in colors, 
animated maps, self-pronouncing text, a 
Sallman painting on the cover, beautiful- 
ly colored jacket. 642 pages of Bible 
treasure. Priced at only $2.95 
Write for free circular of other Eger- 
meier’s books for children. 


‘ 


Order from Your Religious Supply Dealer 
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With the New Books 


Koko — King of the Arctic Trail. By 
Basil Miller. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.) Through an 
Arctic blizzard came an SOS. call froma 
young missionary doctor battling an epi- 
demic that threatened the extinction of 
her whole Eskimo village. Her brother, 
a young army flier in Fairbanks, begged 
permission to make the dangerous flight 
to take her the needed medicines and 
plasma, taking as his only companion 
his dog Koko. He had trained the great 
malemute, who was half dog and half 
wolf, to fly with him and parachute to 
earth, wearing head equipment that én- 
abled him to receive radio instructions 
from his master’s handie-talkie. They 
started through the blizzard at seventy 
degrees below zero. It is a tale of heroic 
adventure, narrow escapes, breath-tak- 
ing moments, all: highlighted by the mar- 
velous intelligence and devotion of a 
noble dog. Through the story like a 
golden thread runs the true Christian 
faith of the young flier, who knew and 
trusted the mighty promises of his God. 


Land of Tomorrow. By Charlotte 
Kruger. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $1.75.) Alaska is not 
only the land of tomorrow, but the land 
of today and yesterday. Many GI’s dis- 
covered its lure and hoped to return. 
Chris MacKay, just out of the Army, 
loved its forests and waters, and, when 
offered a position on the mailboat, he 
accepted. Then he met Julianna Barrett, 
consecrated young missionary, and a 
pretty romance began. There are many 
interesting glimpses of life among the 
natives, of souls rescued from the slav- 
ery of sin, of the happy companionship 
among the white folks. Those who have 
ever visited Alaska will enjoy the jour- 
neys on the mailboat through the ven- 
turesome waters of the Gulf and Sound, 
in the vicinity of Valdez. Near tragedy 
is averted when two girls become lost 
in a snowstorm in the forest, but it all 
ends well and most happily. 





Beggar Boy of Galilee. By Josephine 
Sanger Lau. (Abingdon - Cokesbury 
Press, Nashville 2, Tenn.; $2.) A familiar 
incident in the Gospels has been made 
the center of a charming and realistic 
story of life in the Holy Land in the 
time of our Lord. Caleb, son of blind 
Bartimeus, is hearing amazing reports 
about the man called Jesus, and he 
brings them all to-his father, who knows 
the Old Testament Scriptures and who, 
as a boy lived in Bethlehem. They 
listen eagerly to all they can learn about 
the young Prophet from Nazareth. En- 
couraged by the rumors that Jesus 
healed the lepers, raised the dead, fed 
a multitude of people in a miraculous 
manner, and even gave sight to a man 
born blind, the beggar boy and his blind 
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father start out to find Him. They never 
quite catch up with Him, but meet con- 
tinually those who know Him and love 
Him, and their faith grows and their 
lives are changed. At last, one memo- 
rable day, they heard the words, “Jesus 
of Nazareth passeth by,” and the blind 
man cried aloud—and received his 
sight. 


Jesus Christ; The Same Yesterday, 
Today, and Forever. By John McNaugher, 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York 10; 
$2.50.) While it is a worthy addition to 
the apologetic field, yet this volume is 
considerably more than that. There is 
a deep devotional aspect to the whole, ripe 
exegesis, luminous insight, cogent quota. 
tions, and abundant evidence of sound 
scholarship. Scriptural testimony, evi- 
dences from outside sources, and exegeti- 
cal proof combine with a fresh and engag- 
ing style to demonstrate the truth of 
Christ’s deity and work. With adroitness 
and finality the author disposes of many of 
the more widely accepted theories ar- 
rayed against the faith and belief in 
Jesus Christ as Son of God and one’s 
own Saviour is shown to be the only rea- 
sonable course. True to historic Chris- 
tianity, these pages reveal Christ as very 
man and very God. The eight chapters 
treat of Christ’s deity, humanity, atone- 
ment, resurrection, virgin birth (its mean- 
ing as well as its historicity), miracles, 
ascension, and the subsequent witness 
of the Holy Spirit through the Church. 
“Christ will grow throughout eternity 
in the apprehension, the appreciation, 
and the worship of all whom He has 
purchased with His Blood .. .” So 
He will grow more dear and more clear 
to the reader as he traverses the spir- 
itual verdure of these « well-conceived 
pages. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sanday School Lesson Committee. 


February 16 to 22 

Mon.—Matthew 18:15-20. Problem and Promise. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whatsoever ye 
shalP »ind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 
Authority has been committed to the 
Church by our Lord for settlement of 
cases of discipline. This involves great 
problems. How important it is that the 
righteous thing shall be said and done 
in all such cases! And when the will 
of God-has been done, God’s promise in. 
sures that He will sustain righteous 
action when we shall appear before Him 
at the judgment. The principle that 
should govern all disciplinary action is 
this: Whatever is done must be Scrip- 
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The Sunday School Times: $2.50 ver year; 
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Canada: add 25 cents per year; foreign: 
add 50 cents per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








tural. Pray for the President of the 
United States. 
Tues.—2 Corinthians 8:1-9. 
Sharing With Others. 

PRAYER Sug@@EsSTIONS: ‘“Ministering to 
the saints.” An example of Christian 
benevolence is given to us by the liber- 
ality of the Christian churches of Mace- 
donia. Even though they were in’ great 
financial difficulty they gave an offering 
far beyond their ability. The zeal of 
some false religionists in pledging salary 
in advance for the observance of fiestas 
far ‘ahead, in the hope of relief from 
certaim fears, is an illustration of “be- 
yond ability” gifts. These do it from 
fear. The Macedonians did theirs from 
love to God. And a gift of love to God’s 
needy saints is God-honoring benevo- 
lence. Pray for the Martin Luther Me- 
morial Center, 266 Twentieth Street, 
Brooklyn 15, N. Y. 


Wed.—1i Corinthians 12:12+17, 26, 27. 
Belonging Together. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Many members, 
yet but one body” (v. 20). How Chris- 
tians are related to Christ and to fel- 
low Christians is illustrated in the union 
of all the members of the body to its 
head. In all your dealings with God’s 
people remember that all are one in 
Christ Jesus. Despise not the humblest 
teliever. Even the less agreeable mem- 
bers, those we might wish would live 
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on another street in Heaven, are highly — 


necessary to our service, and might we 
not say also, to our sanctification. The 
Lord puts up with us as “smoking flax” 
and as “broken reeds,” and so we ought 
to be able to get along with other weak 
saints. Pray for the Inter-Collegiate 
Gospel Fellowship, 464 Pequot Ave., 
New London, Conn, 
Thurs.—Hebrews 10:19-25. 
Assembling Together. 
PraAYeR Svuccestions: “Not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is.” Christians need 
more and more fellowship with godly 
friends' as the age moves on toward its 
close. We have great need of Christian 
counsel, encouragement, and comfort. 
None of us lives unto himself. We are 
interdependent as workers together with 
the Lord. And as we find all through 
the Scriptures, “Two are better than 
one.” Unless we choose to meet we are 
likely to suffer defeat. Pray for the 
American Board of Missions to the Jews, 
236 W. Seventy-second St., New York 23, 
Fri—2 Thessalonians 1:1-5. 
Strengthening Fellowship. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “The charity of 
each one of you all toward each other 
aboundeth.” Where faith grows, love 
prevails. A life of faith is always coupled 
with lively, heavenly love. A man who 
really believes God should be careful to 
maintain good works. Let us not forget 
that love is greater than faith. We can 
move mountains by faith, but we can 
melt hearts and bless lives only by love, 
Love is of God, and is always a helping 
grace. It cheers the sad, strengthens the 
weak, lifts the burdens of the weary, 
and never faileth. Pray that your love 
may abound more and more, 


Sat.—John 17:20-26. That They May Be One. 

PRAYER SvuccestTions: “That they all 
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee, that they may be one in 
us: that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me.” The union which 
Christ prayed for, and the reason for 
His prayer, need to be better under- 
stood. Our Lord prayed for unity in 
mind and heart, in purpose and part- 
nership irr fulfilling His last commission. 
Into this union let all believers speedily 
come. Pray for the Emperor of Ethiopia. 
11-13. 

The Bond of Unity. 

Prayer Succestions: “The unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.” We are 
all in one body if we are in Christ. One 
Spirit begat and baptized us into this 
happy eternal union. We all have the 
one hope of Christ’s calling. One God 
is in and through all, and the goal be- 
fore us all is the unity of the faith, and 
the knowledge of the Son of God. The 
measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ. Let all who know Christ, there- 
fore, preserve the “unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace.” Pray for the King 
of England, 


Sun.—Ephesians 4:1-6, 
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FRED COWELL’S 


latest 
GOSPEL TRACTS 


are now published exclusively by 


THE CONTINENTAL PRESS 
315 North 2nd Street Philadelphia 6, Pa. 
Send today for samples or ask your Bible book store 


FREE 


to any Evangelical Christian Minister, Sunday School 
or Missionary Superintendent, one copy of OD’s 
LOVING MONEY RULE FOR YOUR FINA’ CIAL 
PROSPERITY” for each family in his congregation 
roviding he will agree to give a talk on TT ING 
efore distribution. Write stating number of leaflets 
desired to : 


TITHER o822ns. 


~ Old Fashioned Revival 
} Nationwide Gospel Broadcast 


“Regional Networks” and In- 
dependent Stations. Consult © 
radie log of local newspapers. 
for stations and times. 


CHARLES E. FULLER, Director , 
P. ©. Bex 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 























SEND AND SELL Greeting Cards with TRUE 


CHRISTIAN 


Our beautiful Scripture Text Easter Assortment contains 
five 15¢ folders, three 10e and seven 6e folders. We piso 
feature 18 beautiful Scripture Text Everyday Foldefs ‘in a 

ft box. Three boxes of one or both ki 
2 postpaid. Money refunded 
raise funds. 


: ll be sent for 
if not entirely satisfied, Grouns 
Agents make money selling our complete tine 
of 20 assortments. Write today. 


SHEPHERD'S TOWN CARD CO., Box! 32, Shepherdstown, Pa. 








Free Free. 


Receive a free lesson for your flanncl — 
board by ordering our three new 
lessons entitled “BIRD NOTES.” . # 


Colored and ready for backing, $1.00 
C-IT-TOLD Box 929 Bristow, Okla. 


We'll Help You : 


EARN EXTRA MONEY |: 


Use our generous cooperative 
plan to earn extra money. There's 
no easier way of raising cash than 
by selling Gottschalk’s Metal 
Sponges. Housewives know about, 
need, want—will buy from you~ 
these grand little cleaning and 
scouring helps which lighten 
their labors. You'll be amazed at 
the quick, easy profits. Don’t 
delay ... write today for full in- 
formation—Metal Sponge Salés 
Corporation, 3650 North 10th 
St., Philadelphia 40. 


Gottschalk’s 


|. Ree SPONGES 





























Jhe Song Oook for the (/ lt uw Ona 
RCH SERVICE HYMNS. 


READY FOR 
DISTRIBUTION 


NOW! 


IN QUANTITY LOTS, NOT PREPAID, EACH 87'/ae 
(Single Copies, Postpaid, Each $1.00) 


oe eww ewww ww cw enn cen eee cece eee eeee: een ow mmm men wwe ew een ew cee ewww score - cee OO oe meen nw me ec ce wn wc ecco ces 


NVe 


RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK COMPANY We will be needing new books abovt__._.___ 
Sacred Music Publishers 
107 Ninth St., Winona Lake, Ind. 


I 


Please send free examination copy of en 


CHURCH SERVICE HYMNS. D Pastor 8) Superintendent o Committee Member 
Name of church and song book used now 


SSVN NOLSO" 
NOOVIGd PI 
6¥ 


i$ 


Ce Oe 


ewe arweee nen one eee eneesy 


Rg ES FE a a ee 


RODEHEAVER HA! AACK COMPANY e WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 


19716 
@giteL 2 AIR SNOSe3d 





